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THE PHILOSOPHY SHOP OFFERS PHILOSOPHY TEACHING RESOURCE TO THE ENTIRE EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY 

07, April 2011 London – Special educational service charity The Philosophy Shop has announced the launch of a new dedicated online teaching resource (http://www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk/) 

The site means teachers can immediately start benefiting from access to philosophical support materials that integrate with the national curriculum, as well as guidance for practitioners on how to use them to best effect in the classroom. 

The materials and guidance offered is intended to be both fun and non-technical, while helping students engage philosophically with curriculum subjects or topics.
Invaluable as a resource for Philosophy For Children (P4C) trained teachers, as well as for Specialist Philosophy Teachers (degree-qualified Philosophers) trained in The Philosophy Shop's proprietary teaching method, the website is also perfect for Primary and Secondary school teachers who want to improve higher order thinking through running an aspect of philosophical method called ‘Enquiry’ to help in facilitating child-centred discussion on any topic within the national curriculum. 

Teachers and other education professionals observing the use of these resources in the classroom report an improvement in speaking and listening skills in young pupils, with youngsters learning how to approach problems more creatively, to think more deeply and to develop a train of thought and appreciate another point of view. 

 “When training classroom teachers in running an Enquiry one of the main problems teachers encountered was in developing the stimulus and questions that would engage the children in discussion,” says Peter Worley, founder and Chief Executive Officer of The Philosophy Shop. 
“Our website now offers just that: lesson plans for running classroom Enquiries across a broad range of curriculum subjects and topic areas, as well as the opportunity for members to request personalised lesson plans on any topic they require.”
“The website is a dynamic resource and will be updated regularly with new downloadable lesson plans, teaching strategies and games”, says Worley. 
“Importantly, these resources have all been road tested with children of all ages; and they have been carefully honed based on teachers’ comments and the students’ own ideas,” he concludes. 
Members can benefit from:

· Access to Enquiry-based lesson plans based around the national curriculum for primary and secondary classes

· Personalised Enquiry-based lesson plans 

· Philosophy-inspired teaching strategies you can use in any subject area

· Discounts on Continuing Professional Development days (e.g. storytelling, games for thinking, questioning skills, teaching strategies)

· Personalised advice through the questions and answers section
· Hints and tips

· Newsletter providing regular new lesson plans and developments

· A support and networking community 

The site has been designed and built by leading media design consultancy on-IDLE (www.on-idle.com), supported by e-commerce and a full content management system. The build enables The Philosophy Shop to easily update content in-house, such as news, upcoming events and courses, press releases, media coverage, Specialist Members’ profiles and list available teaching and training packages which drives business and site traffic. The website also features recommended reading, links and publications. 

The content management system is open source and also allows The Philosophy Shop to search engine optimise individual content pages’ ‘metadata’.

For further information about Specialist Philosophy Teaching and The Philosophy Shop's proprietary teaching method or for interviews and for photography, please contact Amanda Jane PR:

Email – info@amandajanepr.com 
Tel: 020 7241 1390 / 07920 052 160

– ENDS –

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About The Philosophy Shop


The Philosophy Shop has been teaching Philosophy to children to help boost their confidence and reasoning powers for the last four years and there are now 20 Philosophers-in-residence working across 40 schools in London and nationwide. 

The body, which is a charity, provides training for qualified Philosophers on how to practically employ philosophical methods in a classroom situation, for children as young as four and also helps to place these individuals in schools and offers continued professional development to support them. The group also trains classroom teachers in using an aspect of Philosophical method termed an ‘Enquiry,’ which promotes questioning skills to help in facilitating child-centred discussion. 
http://www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk/
About on-IDLE

London-based Media design consultancy on-IDLE was founded by Ané Mari du Toit and Marc Peter in 1999; Marc and Ané met while taking Masters degrees in Interactive Media at the London College of Communication under acclaimed filmmaker and founder of Imagine design bureaux Alan Sekers. The company mixes leading technology with design, publishing and media consultancy across a variety of platforms, cultures, languages and markets.


http://www.on-idle.com/
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