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HAPPY 300th BIRTHDAY, DAVID HUME! BUT WHY ISN’T SUCH A KEY BRITISH THINKER A NAME OUR CHILDREN EVER HEAR? 

British primary schoolchildren are marking Hume’s birthday and there is a great deal of public interest in Philosophy; despite this our national school system still shuns the subject
London, 7 May 2011: Today is the 300th  ‘birthday’ of landmark Scottish philosopher David Hume, an event being marked by educational charity The Philosophy Shop… but hardly anyone else in the British education system, it seems.

Hume (1711-1776) is regarded as one of the most important figures in the history of Western Philosophy and is widely-regarded as a thinker of both continuing relevance and global intellectual significance.

Yet few British children will have heard of him, let alone appreciate his insights, yet another sign of the poor status of Philosophy in our pedagogical system and a sharp contrast to our European partners. In France, for instance, home of Descartes, all French schoolchildren leave school familiar with his thoughts and legacy. All French students study Philosophy in their last year of high school, as do their peers in Spain, Italy and Portugal.
This is despite increased public interest in making Philosophy a feature of the pre-university education system, increased take up of the Philosophy A-level and hundreds of primary schools nationwide running weekly Philosophy discussions.
There is no formal place for Philosophy in our schools. So no Hume ever gets timetabled and British school children leave school without any understanding whatsoever of one of the intellectual giants of the Enlightenment.
“We need to make Philosophy a regular feature of school life,” urges the Chief Executive Officer of The Philosophy Shop, Peter Worley. “We have a glorious native tradition that our children leave school largely ignorant of.

“Hume is one of the country’s most important thinkers and so it’s a shame that young people don’t get the opportunity to engage with some of his ideas. Children have their minds stretched by exposure to big ideas, and pick up invaluable thinking skills that can be used in any context.”
The Philosophy Shop, which introduces primary and secondary school-age children to Philosophy as a way to develop their reasoning skills, is celebrating Hume through running special Hume-themed Philosophy sessions with 4-14 year olds on debates around Scientific Knowledge, Moral issues and Aesthetics that he grappled with. 

The cornerstone of Hume’s thought is the so-called Problem of Induction; Hume notices that we believe that things behave in a uniform manner, but that there is no reason to think this. In one session on Knowledge for 9-14 year olds being run this week, children are shown a ball being thrown in the air and being caught again. ‘If the ball behaves like this every time you throw it does that mean that it will definitely happen the next time you do it too?’ 
Through such a question, children can grapple with key themes around the basis of knowledge and science.

The stimulation and intellectual excitement schoolchildren get from this sort of material only underlines the critical gap in our curriculum we continue to suffer from, argues Worley and a growing band of other supporters of the need for Philosophy in the British pre-A level system.

· ENDS –

For further information contact Amanda Jane PR:

Email – info@amandajanepr.com 

Tel: 020 7388 7032 / 07920 052 160

Notes for Editors:

About The Philosophy Shop

The Philosophy Shop promotes the practical application of philosophy in the community. It supports and promotes the teaching of philosophy in schools, as well as philosophy summer schools, philosophy groups and residential adult philosophy courses. The Philosophy Shop is committed to the fact that through the rational investigation of existence, ethics and knowledge children are able to realise lots of benefits, including raised IQ, raised self-confidence and improved emotional intelligence. The company provides training for qualified philosophers on how to practically employ philosophical methods in a classroom situation. The programme brings philosophy to bear on the national curriculum and teaches classes of primary school children to think critically and ethically about themes raised there. The Philosophy Shop also offers teachers training in how to enhance their teaching methods through philosophical techniques. There are now 20 Philosophers-in-residence working across 40 schools in London and nationwide. The Philosophy Shop's work in British schools has been featured in the TES, The Daily Mail, The Independent, The Times, The Observer, BBC Online, the BBC World Service and on The Today Programme.

The Philosophy Shop recently launched an online campaign (http://www.gopetition.co.uk/petition/37997.html) to make Reasoning Skills compulsory in schools as part of a co-ordinated campaign to make sure children from all backgrounds get the advantages Philosophy can bring in terms of intellectual development at a young age. 

The Philosophy Shop is the trading name of The Philosophy Foundation, a registered charity. For further information visit thephilosophyshop.co.uk 
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