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LSE HOSTS MAJOR CONFERENCE ON PHILOSOPHY FOR CHILDREN: IS NOW THE TIME TO MAKE A PHILOSOPHY A FEATURE OF THE PRE-UNIVERSITY EDUCATION SYSTEM?
Philosophy in education expert Peter Worley to join a stellar line up of political advisors, thinkers, charity leaders, intellectuals, educationalists, school leaders and influential Think Tanks to discuss why Philosophy may have a crucial role to play in UK education’s next steps
London, 02 June 2011: Philosophy for Children expert Peter Worley will present a special talk on ‘Can children do philosophy?’ at the upcoming London School of Economics Roundtable discussion under the aegis of The Forum for European Philosophy, being held at the LSE on June 23rd 5-7.50pm (http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/forumForEuropeanPhilosophy/events/RoundTable.htm). 

Worley, founder and CEO of innovative educational charity The Philosophy Shop, joins fellow speakers including Philosophy in Schools evangelist Dr John Taylor of Rugby school, educationalists such as writer and broadcaster Anthony Seldon, The IoE’s Professor Jonathan White, Think Tank head Phillip Blond and Philosophers Angie Hobbs and Simon Glendinning in this special open debate. 

Despite increased public interest in making Philosophy a feature of the pre-university education system, increased take up of the Philosophy A-level and hundreds of primary schools now running weekly Philosophy discussions all over the country, there is still no formal place for Philosophy in British schools. And this despite a glorious native tradition including Duns Scotus, William of Ockham, Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, David Hume and Bertrand Russell, to name but a few. 

The LSE conference may mark a change, as it brings together highly influential educationalists, academics, political advisors and thinkers and charity leaders to discuss the next way forward for education in the UK. Convened to discuss practical implications, the philosophical tradition, policy issues surrounding teaching the subject to primary and secondary school children, as well as take questions from the floor.

Overall conference organiser Philosopher Simon Glendinning believes, “This conference reflects the increasing interest in the idea of teaching philosophy to school-aged children in the UK. Thanks to an excellent line up of speakers, it should be a fascinating event – and hopefully will get policy-makers seriously to consider putting philosophy on the curriculum in our schools.”
Worley’s talk in the Practitioners section of the three-hour roundtable will engage directly with the question that non-specialists, and even other professional Philosophers, often say is the sticking point in the whole discussion - are young children actually capable of handling Philosophy? Firmly in the ‘yes’ camp on the question, Worley will give examples of philosophical arguments and dialogue that children have engaged in, backed with classroom evidence, to illustrate his experience that even those as young as four can, and in his view should, be learning through doing Philosophy. 

“We need to make Philosophy a regular feature of school life,” he urges, his conviction backed up by his real-world experience of teaching the subject to youngsters for almost a decade, of training teachers in using philosophical tools in the classroom, and fresh off his recent publication of The If Machine (Continuum), a collection of philosophical 'thought experiments' for young children.  

“It’s a shame that young people don’t get the opportunity to engage with Philosophy, and we underestimate them greatly when we assume that logic and highly-reflective thinking is beyond them. Children respond keenly to philosophical problems and techniques and have their minds stretched by exposure to big ideas, and as a massive bonus pick up invaluable thinking skills that can be used in any context.”

The Philosophy Shop, which introduces primary and secondary school-age children to Philosophy as a way to develop their reasoning skills, has collected a growing band of other supporters of the need for Philosophy in the British pre-A level system through its ‘Four Rs’ Reasoning campaign, including hundreds of celebrity supporters, such as ex-Python Terry Jones. (http://www.gopetition.co.uk/petition/37997.html)

Dr John Taylor will be talking about his attempt to incorporate Philosophy across the curriculum at Rugby school, while Roehampton University’s Mary Healy will be discussing teaching Philosophy from the perspective of being a primary school teacher, Philosopher and practicing academic in education.  The session will be chaired by writer and school leader Anthony Seldon, Master of Wellington College.

The Philosophers session chaired by LSE Philosopher and Director of the Forum for European Philosophy Simon Glendinning will include Angie Hobbs, Associate Professor at the University of Warwick and Senior Fellow in the Public Understanding of Philosophy, talking about how Philosophy as discovered by the Ancient Greeks recommends itself to teachers of Philosophy for Children – methodologically and in terms of the kind of thought experiments they engage in, to excite and challenge a young audience.  Meanwhile, Katerina Deligiorgi of University of Sussex will contrast the approaches of Kant and Rousseau to educating the young; and Vivienne Orchard from Southampton University will look at what their post-modern equivalents have said on this topic. 

In addition there will be a special Policy section chaired by former political advisor Maurice Fraser. This will feature Director of The National Literacy Trust Jonathan Douglas talking on the Reasoning, its affect on life chances and on shifting definitions affecting policy. Professor John White from the Institute of Education will talk about how different Philosophy for Children programmes can be made to fit with different schools ambitions. Finally, Head of respected ThinkTank ResPublica and former Philosopher Phillip Blond will discuss how Philosophy can contribute to active citizenry, social entrepreneurship and a politically engaged society.
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Notes to Editors:

About Peter Worley

Peter Worley regularly writes, blogs and lectures on Philosophy and education topics and has been teaching the subject to primary school children across South East London for the last seven years, as well as training teachers in questioning and enquiry skills. He is a regular contributor to Teach Primary, and has written articles for Teaching Thinking and Creativity, Philosophy Now and Think. He has also written one of the chapters for Doctor Who and Philosophy, to be published as part of the Popular Culture and Philosophy Series. Peter was among the winners of the Teacher’s TV competition, ‘Tomorrow’s Teacher’ and his new book The If Machine is a collection of philosophical thought experiments for young children which serves as a practical resource for teaching Philosophy in schools. Peter has a BA and an MA in Philosophy from London University and is currently researching a PhD on ‘Plato and education’ at King’s College.
In 2007 he set up the educational charity The Philosophy Shop to train Philosophy graduates to deliver practical philosophy sessions in primary and secondary schools. 
About The Philosophy Shop

The Philosophy Shop promotes the practical application of philosophy in the community. It supports and promotes the teaching of philosophy in schools, as well as philosophy summer schools, philosophy groups and residential adult philosophy courses. The Philosophy Shop is committed to the fact that through the rational investigation of existence, ethics and knowledge children are able to realise lots of benefits, including raised IQ, raised self-confidence and improved emotional intelligence. The company provides training for qualified philosophers on how to practically employ philosophical methods in a classroom situation. The programme brings philosophy to bear on the national curriculum and teaches classes of primary school children to think critically and ethically about themes raised there. The Philosophy Shop also offers teachers training in how to enhance their teaching methods through philosophical techniques. There are now 20 Philosophers-in-residence working across 40 schools in London and nationwide. The Philosophy Shop's work in British schools has been featured in the TES, The Daily Mail, The Independent, The Times, The Observer, BBC Online, the BBC World Service and on The Today Programme.

The Philosophy Shop recently launched an online campaign (http://www.gopetition.co.uk/petition/37997.html) to make Reasoning Skills compulsory in schools as part of a co-ordinated campaign to make sure children from all backgrounds get the advantages Philosophy can bring in terms of intellectual development at a young age. 

The Philosophy Shop is the trading name of The Philosophy Foundation, a registered charity. For further information visit thephilosophyshop.co.uk 
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