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SUPPORT FOR GETTING PHILOSOPHY INTO SCHOOLS

Several luminaries, including prominent academic AC Grayling, broadcaster Bettany Hughes and comedian Terry Jones, have joined the campaign to introduce Philosophy into the educational system from primary on
London, September 13 2011: Over 50 prominent British figures in the country’s intellectual and cultural life, including eminent academics, scientists, campaigners, authors and comedians, have signed an open letter championing the introduction of Philosophy in to the classroom. 
The letter is organised by educational charity The Philosophy Shop for the Four Rs – Reasoning – campaign, which brings together individuals advocating the introduction of Philosophy lessons in the classroom because of the immense benefits in terms of boosting British school kids’ reasoning and conceptual skills, better equipping them for the complexities of life in the 21st century.
The letter is being published in conjunction with a petition that has garnered a thousand signatures so far, petitioning Education Secretary Michael Gove to make Philosophy a feature of the pre-university education system. The petition, plus letters from Children (4-14 year olds) currently being taught Philosophy and keen advocates for the subject, will be presented to the Education Minister in the near future.
Among those who have signed the letter are Professor AC Grayling, Bettany Hughes, Robin Ince, Laurie Taylor, Professor Raymond Tallis, Professor Robert Eaglestone, Baroness Susan Greenfield and Terry Jones.

Emma Worley, Co-founder, The Philosophy Shop commented: “There is a growing body of evidence that recognises highly-successful Philosophy classes run with children as young as 4, sees teachers citing marked improvements in classroom attention, problem-solving skills, verbal reasoning and strengthened powers of overall concentration.
 “We believe this campaign reflects the views of a growing number of people, who would like to make sure children from all backgrounds get the advantages Philosophy at a young age can bring in terms of intellectual development.”
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Notes to Editor
You can read a copy of the open letter here: http://www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk/media-centre/
You can view the petition here: 
http://www.gopetition.co.uk/petition/37997.html
About The Philosophy Shop

The Philosophy Shop promotes the practical application of philosophy in the community. It supports and promotes the teaching of philosophy in schools, as well as philosophy summer schools, philosophy groups and residential adult philosophy courses. The Philosophy Shop is committed to the fact that through the rational investigation of existence, ethics and knowledge children are able to realise lots of benefits, including raised IQ, raised self-confidence and improved emotional intelligence. The company provides training for qualified philosophers on how to practically employ philosophical methods in a classroom situation. The programme brings philosophy to bear on the national curriculum and teaches classes of primary school children to think critically and ethically about themes raised there. The Philosophy Shop also offers teachers training in how to enhance their teaching methods through philosophical techniques. There are now 20 Philosophers-in-residence working across 40 schools in London and nationwide. The Philosophy Shop's work in British schools has been featured in the TES, The Daily Mail, The Independent, The Times, The Observer, BBC Online, the BBC World Service and on The Today Programme.

The Philosophy Shop recently launched the Four Rs campaign to make Reasoning Skills compulsory in schools as part of a co-ordinated campaign to make sure children from all backgrounds get the advantages Philosophy can bring in terms of intellectual development at a young age. 

The Philosophy Shop is the trading name of The Philosophy Foundation, a registered charity. For further information visit thephilosophyshop.co.uk 
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