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NEW AFTER-SCHOOL CLUB OFFERS PHILOSOPHY AS A WAY TO HELP PUPILS OF ALL ABILITIES

A new after-school class run by special educational service provider The Philosophy Shop is stretching primary schoolers, especially underachievers and/or youngsters from disadvantaged backgrounds 

London, 28 January, 2009: Educational service provider The Philosophy Shop has launched an after-school club aimed at seeing if Western philosophy can help get can help get struggling primary school kids ‘back on track’.
Schools that have already signed up to the ‘Philosophy in Primary Schools’ scheme in South-East London say they hope the club will help pupils fulfil their true potential, drawing on the growing body of evidence that exposure to the rigours of philosophical thinking at an early age can be incredibly educationally stimulating. 

There is also evidence that philosophy at a young age stretches even the ablest pupils and so can be a highly effective means of getting difficult, low-achieving pupils engaged once again, as well as spotting potential high-achievers not currently responding well to conventional numeracy or literacy tests.
The club can be seen in context of the Government's push on ‘gifted and talented’ education and suggestions the National Curriculum needs to be less prescriptive so youngsters have the chance to develop their personal, social and emotional skills, rather than just learn to an exam framework.

The pupils are drawn from schools where The Philosophy Shop already has an academic in residence offering philosophy lessons to children in primary school from Year 1 through to Year 6 (ages 5-11). While the pilot after-school club is currently just concentrated in South London (involving pupils from Hither Green, Grinling Gibbons, Brindishe, John Ball, All Saints, St Winifred's Junior School, St Mary's, Horniman and Sandhurst schools in South London), the aim is to roll it out nationally if there is sufficient interest from parents and teachers. 
The new programme encourages the most able children currently receiving a one-hour weekly timetabled philosophy lesson to sign up for more sophisticated philosophical discussions and exchange ideas and knowledge with philosophy graduates and postgraduates – and with other children from other schools and backgrounds.
The after-school club brings philosophy to bear on the national curriculum and teaches classes of primary school children to think critically and ethically about issues like responsibility and how we know things. 
"Philosophy is often valued for the way it can provide the most able students with an outlet for their intelligence and creativity,” says Philosophy Shop’s Director Peter Worley. “It does this very effectively. But another major-plus point is we find philosophy nurtures the abilities of some of the students labeled difficult and low-achieving, who really enjoy the stimulus of discussion and argument.” 

“Philosophy has developed our more able, but also given great confidence to those children who struggle with the more conventional curriculum,” comments Headmistress Mrs Palmer at Eliot Bank Primary school.

Parents of some ten year-old after-school club students agree:

· “My child is absolutely loving philosophy and he really looks forward to the sessions. As a child who struggles to write neatly, the fact he is judged in philosophy primarily on his oral skills is a real bonus, and already we are seeing an increased confidence”

· “Our son has greatly enhanced his understanding of problem solving and more importantly acceptance of differing points of view. A great life skill to learn early on - full marks to the organisers of this excellent after school pursuit”

· “Our daughter really looks forward to your philosophy club and I know it will be good for her and a head start for secondary school.” 
As Headmistress Sarah Gorbutt at Hither Green Primary school notes, “One of the really good things about the club is it is the only way children from different schools, backgrounds and ethnic groups may engage in this kind of debate and enquiry.”

Parent Truda Spruyt comments: “My son has always been interested in profound questions: when he was two-and-a-half, he asked, 'Who made God?'. The philosophy lessons at school have helped give him a framework for this curiosity and have been a major highlight of his week. He has grown in confidence since taking part in the sessions – and while it may be a coincidence, he has made faster than expected progress in his schoolwork, too.” 

For more information about the clubs, the core ‘Philosophy in Primary Schools’ programme, its services across the UK, and to participate in its UK-wide training for qualified philosophers, visit www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk
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Notes to Editors: 

· The 2005 White Paper, ‘Higher Standards, Better Schools for All’ set out the Government's ambition that every pupil - including the gifted and talented should have the right personalised support to reach the limits of their capabilities. For gifted and talented pupils this means: 

· stretch and challenge in every classroom and in every school 

· opportunities to further their particular abilities outside school http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/giftedandtalented/principles/
· A major review of the curriculum for England's primary schools is being conducted by Sir Jim Rose. Interim findings published in December 2008 suggest that Pupils should have the "personal, social and emotional qualities essential to their health, well-being and life as a responsible citizen in the 21st Century". The final report of the Review is due in March 2009. http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/primarycurriculumreview/
· Michael Hand and Carrie Winstanley’s 'Philosophy in Schools', published last year, has several academics and education experts calling for philosophy to be taught in schools. http://www.continuumbooks.com/Books/detail.aspx?ReturnURL=/Search/default.aspx&CountryID=1&ImprintID=2&BookID=130839
· Last year UNESCO published a study looking at the benefits of teaching philosophy at pre-school and primary levels, concluding, "[We] consider the teaching of philosophy to be necessary and something to be reckoned with." http://portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-URL_ID=11575&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
· Meanwhile, a 2007 study by Dundee University (2007) suggested that confronting core philosophical debates as the nature of existence, ethics and knowledge can raise children's IQ by up to 6.5 points and improve emotional intelligence. The research also found that philosophy in schools promotes certain speaking and listening skills, as well as sustained reasoning skills over time. http://www.clacksweb.org.uk/site/documents/psychologicalservice/evaluationofclackmannanshirethinkingskillsinitiative/
· The Philosophy Shop promotes the practical application of philosophy in the community. It supports and promotes the teaching of philosophy in primary school children, as well as philosophy summer schools, philosophy groups and philosophical counselling. The Philosophy Shop is committed to the fact that through the rational investigation of existence, ethics and knowledge children are able to realise lots of benefits, including raised IQ, raised self-confidence and improved emotional intelligence. The company provides training for qualified philosophers on how to practically employ philosophical methods in a classroom situation. The programme brings philosophy to bear on the national curriculum and teaches classes of primary school children to think critically and ethically about themes raised there. The Philosophy Shop also offers teachers training in how to enhance their teaching methods through philosophical techniques. http://www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk
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