[image: image1.jpg]amanda jane @






SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE PROVIDER PHILOSOPHY SHOP TRANSITIONS TO BECOME COMMUNITY INTEREST ORGANISATION

London, 04 September 2009: The Philosophy Shop has today announced that it has become a Community Interest Company as part of its mission to help UK school kids get the full benefits of its unique pedagogical approach – introducing under 11s to the rigour of philosophical ways of thinking.

The Philosophy Shop provides training for qualified philosophers (graduates and postgraduates) on how to deliver philosophical insights to primary school kids. This commitment has been underlined by the move, which guarantees that the organisation is a fully and transparent not-for-profit concern.

“Philosophy nurtures the abilities of not just children and teenagers labeled difficult and low-achieving but adults who did not respond well to a conventional curriculum, all of whom really enjoy the stimulus of discussion and argument,” says Philosophy Shop Director and Founder Peter Worley. “Thus philosophy can provide all members of our community an outlet for their intelligence and creativity.” 

Community Interest Companies like The Philosophy Shop are limited companies with special additional features created for the use of people who want to conduct a business or other activity for community benefit, not private advantage. 

This is achieved by a "community interest test" and "asset lock” which ensure that the Company is established for community purposes and that all assets and profits are dedicated to these purposes. Registration of such a Company has to be approved by a regulator, which also has an ongoing monitoring and enforcement role in order to preserve the status.

Any surplus profits made by The Philosophy Shop going forward will thus be put towards providing its trained Philosophers to schools that need it most but can't afford such a resource. The Philosophy Shop also has plans to support students in Higher Education studying philosophy, so they will also direct surplus profits to this end.
The change in status is part of a consistent Philosophy Shop commitment to finding ways to support and benefit the community. Apart from its work in UK schools, the Company provides benefit to the wider community by offering recreational education classes to adults. 

– ENDS –

For further information contact Amanda Jane PR:

Email – info@amandajanepr.com 

Tel: 020 7704 1585 / 07920 052 160
Notes To Editors:

· A community interest company (CIC) is a new type of company introduced by the United Kingdom government in 2005 under the Companies (Audit, Investigations and Community Enterprise) Act 2004, designed for social enterprises that want to use their profits and assets for the public good. A social enterprise is a business with primarily social objectives whose surpluses are principally reinvested for that purpose in the business or in the community, rather than being driven by the need to maximise profit for shareholders and owners. Social enterprises tackle a wide range of social and environmental issues and operate in all parts of the economy. For further information about Community Interest Companies please visit the CIC regulator’s website: http://www.cicregulator.gov.uk

· The Philosophy Shop promotes the practical application of philosophy in the community. It supports and promotes the teaching of philosophy in primary school children, as well as philosophy summer schools, philosophy groups and philosophical counselling. The Philosophy Shop is committed to the fact that through the rational investigation of existence, ethics and knowledge children are able to realise lots of benefits, including raised IQ, raised self-confidence and improved emotional intelligence. The company provides training for qualified philosophers on how to practically employ philosophical methods in a classroom situation. The programme brings philosophy to bear on the national curriculum and teaches classes of primary school children to think critically and ethically about themes raised there. The Philosophy Shop also offers teachers training in how to enhance their teaching methods through philosophical techniques. http://www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk
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