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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE PROVIDER PHILOSOPHY SHOP OFFERING PHILOSOPHY CLASSES TO EAGLE HOUSE SCHOOL

Eagle House School in Sandhurst, Berkshire is being offered customised discussions for youngsters about major problems in philosophy - an innovative technique that encourages scholastic excellence in the under 11s

London, 08 October 2009: Eagle House pupils are to be taught Philosophy alongside the National Curriculum as part of a new way of encouraging mental and character development for young children.

This innovative service is being delivered by special educational service provider The Philosophy Shop – responsible for the ‘Philosophy in Primary Schools’ programme that has already brought regular weekly Philosophy classes to twenty-one schools all over the capital, and increasingly to schools across the UK. 

The Philosophy Shop has an established track record of working in the state sector but has now started offering independent schools its pedagogic resources to equally stretch the minds of kids in primary and preparatory schools. 

Eagle House School is an independent co-educational boarding and day preparatory school in the grounds of Wellington College in Berkshire and for all the children in Years 3 to 8 the new non-traditional classes start this academic year. 

The aim is to teach the children how to philosophise rather than about the history of the subject. The benefits include a boost in reasoning skills, with pupils saying they are learning how to approach problems more creatively. There's mounting evidence children so challenged start to be able to think more deeply; develop complex trains of thought and appreciate another's point of view, with respect. These kind of benefits centre on becoming familiar with important moral and epistemological themes in adult life, which makes for more responsible and enquiring socially-minded individuals in the long run. 

Peter Worley, founder and director of The Philosophy Shop, will be taking the Eagle House classes. “Good critical thinking and reasoning powers are something that need to be developed over many years, so they become habitual – so it is important that Philosophy is something that is encouraged from an early age, from primary or prep school on,” he says.

Eagle House’s Headmaster, Andrew Barnard, says he looks forward to the potential impact of the new sessions: “Philosophy at Eagle House will, I think, give our pupils an excellent chance to develop key life skills which will benefit their engagement with all areas of the curriculum. Through various games and discussion, the children develop their thinking and listening skills and learn to give clearer expression to their ideas. The children see Philosophy as stimulating and rewarding and it is fantastic to see them growing in confidence.”

Apart from Eagle House, Philosophy Shop-Trained Philosophers work in other independent English schools such as Abbots Bromley School For Girls and St Margaret's School in Calne (Wiltshire); Newcastle-under-Lyme School and St Dominic's Priory School (Staffordshire).

Worley will be presenting a special lecture, ‘Philosophy In Our Primary And Prep Schools’ at The Thinking School - Putting Learning Back Into Education Conference on Tuesday 10th November 9.30-16.30 at Eagle House’s sister institution, Wellington College. Co-presenting will be Dr Julian Baggini, editor of The Philosopher’ Magazine and Tony Buzan, author and academic and the inventor of Mind Maps. 
Worley will present on the importance of developing ‘a dialogue’ in one voice in order to nurture independent learning. He will also offer insight into the Aristotelian approach to developing good thinking habits in youngsters for head teachers, teachers and others involved in education. Meanwhile, Peter's book The If Machine (to be published in 2010) is a collection of Philosophical thought experiments for young children.
For further information and to arrange a briefing with Pete Worley at the conference or get his views on core issues around teaching and learning in the UK school system, please contact Amanda Jane PR:


Email – info@amandajanepr.com 

Tel: 020 7704 1585 / 07920 052 160

For more information about the ‘The Thinking School - Putting Learning back into Education’ conference, visit: http://www.wellingtoncollege.org.uk/page.aspx?id=111
– ENDS –

Notes To Editors:

· The Philosophy Shop promotes the practical application of philosophy in the community. It supports and promotes the teaching of philosophy in primary school children, as well as philosophy summer schools, philosophy groups and philosophical counselling. The Philosophy Shop is committed to the fact that through the rational investigation of existence, ethics and knowledge children are able to realise lots of benefits, including raised IQ, raised self-confidence and improved emotional intelligence. The company provides training for qualified philosophers on how to practically employ philosophical methods in a classroom situation. The programme brings philosophy to bear on the national curriculum and teaches classes of primary school children to think critically and ethically about themes raised there. The Philosophy Shop also offers teachers training in how to enhance their teaching methods through philosophical techniques. http://www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk
· The Philosophy Shop is a social enterprise and a member of Social Enterprise London, operating on a not-for-profit basis. Any operating surplus is reinvested in providing educational services or promoting philosophy in the community. 
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