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GETTING THINKING IN TO SCHOOLS

Philosophy in education expert Peter Worley set to present fresh thinking to a major conference – why now is the time for a proven and cost-effective way of boosting kid’s brainpower to be brought in to schools
London, 16 June 2010: Founder of The Philosophy Shop Peter Worley will be presenting a special lecture on ‘Is Philosophy the answer education has been looking for?' at the upcoming Sunday Times Festival of Education, in partnership with Wellington College, being held in Berkshire on the weekend of 3rd and 4th July 2010 (www.festivalofeducation.org.uk). 

Peter joins a stellar line up of politicians, University Vice-Chancellors, educationalists, school leaders, Think Tanks and media personalities convened to discuss the next way forward for education in the UK.

Fellow speakers include academics such as Germaine Greer, writers like Toby Young and media personalities like former Sun editor Kelvin McKenzie, actress Greta Scacchi, film producer David Puttnam and philosopher AC Grayling.

Peter will argue that in a time of changes in the way education is being delivered combined with cuts in budgets, especially at University level, means now is the ideal time for schools to look for innovative ways to extend the National Curriculum.
His thesis is that reasoning skills - understanding how things logically connect and learning to think critically – are skills Philosophy excels in and the traditional '3Rs' are useless in isolation unless children posses the fourth R, so as to deepen and extend that learning. Reasoning skills and habits improve learning in other subjects on the curriculum, do not require purchasing expensive equipment and classroom resources such as ICT, and are a proven and cost-effective way of boosting pupil brain power and engagement.

“Last year's Cambridge Primary Review showed that reading and writing achievement hasn’t improved in 55 years despite decades of Government attention and rather than deepening understanding, it teaches to the test,” comments Peter. “But one thing that the report ought to mention is that a deepened understanding arrives though applying the sort of critical thinking skills that Philosophy excels in.”

Worley will also tell delegates that the 2009 landmark Rose report on primary schools curriculum issues stressed that primary education should be about instilling life long learning skills, key to which is provisioning children with the skills to learn effectively. The 'Four Rs' idea (http://www.philosophersfootball.com/4rs-campaign/overview) – where 'Reasoning' would be on the timetable for our children on an equal level with Reading, wRiting and aRithmetic – could be the answer, he believes.

Peter and a growing band of supporters are now seeking support for the 4Rs campaign, asking the public to sign an online petition to be presented to new Education Minister Michael Gove, calling for dialogue on finally getting Philosophy  into all schools. 

Peter is a London-based philosopher, writer and teacher at www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk a social enterprise which is responsible for teaching philosophy to school children. The Philosophy Shop also runs adult philosophy groups and residential courses in philosophy. His first book, due out in December, called The If Machine (Continuum), is a collection of philosophical 'thought experiments' for young children which serves as a practical resource for teaching Philosophy in schools.
Peter Worley is available for interview on Saturday 3rd July, on the need for Philosophy at all levels of education. For further information and for interviews, please contact Amanda Jane PR:

Email – info@amandajanepr.com 
Tel: 020 7241 1390 / 07920 052 160
– ENDS –

Notes to Editors:

About Peter Worley

Peter Worley regularly writes, blogs and lectures on Philosophy and education topics and has been teaching the subject to primary school children across South East London for the last seven years, as well as training teachers in questioning and enquiry skills. He is a regular contributor to Teach Primary, and has written articles for Teaching Thinking and Creativity, Philosophy Now and Think. He has also written one of the chapters for Doctor Who and Philosophy, to be published as part of the Popular Culture and Philosophy Series. Peter was among the winners of the Teacher’s TV competition, ‘Tomorrow’s Teacher’. Peter has a BA and an MA in Philosophy from London University and is starting a PhD on ‘Plato and education’ at King’s College, London this September.
In 2007 he set up the Community Interest Company The Philosophy Shop to train Philosophy graduates to deliver practical philosophy sessions in primary and secondary schools. There are now 20Philosophers-in-residence working across 40 schools in London and nationwide. The Philosophy Shop's work in British schools has been featured in the TES, The Daily Mail, The Independent, The Times, The Observer, BBC Online, the BBC World Service and on The Today Programme.

The Philosophy Shop recently hosted The Philosophers Football Match, a re-staging of the classic Python sketch, which featured well known UK comics, academics and thinkers, trying to raise awareness of its 'Four Rs' campaign (http://www.philosophersfootball.com/4rs-campaign/overview), where 'reasoning' would be on the timetable for our children as much as reading and writing.

About The Philosophy Shop

The Philosophy Shop promotes the practical application of philosophy in the community. It supports and promotes the teaching of philosophy in schools, as well as philosophy summer schools, philosophy groups and residential adult philosophy courses. The Philosophy Shop is committed to the fact that through the rational investigation of existence, ethics and knowledge children are able to realise lots of benefits, including raised IQ, raised self-confidence and improved emotional intelligence. The company provides training for qualified philosophers on how to practically employ philosophical methods in a classroom situation. The programme brings philosophy to bear on the national curriculum and teaches classes of primary school children to think critically and ethically about themes raised there. The Philosophy Shop also offers teachers training in how to enhance their teaching methods through philosophical techniques. 

The Philosophy Shop is a social enterprise and a member of Social Enterprise London, operating on a not-for-profit basis. Any operating surplus is reinvested in providing educational services or promoting Philosophy in the community.

For more information about The Philosophy Shop, visit http://www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk or email info@thephilosophyshop.co.uk
Page 1 of 3

