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PHILOSOPHY GRADUATES MAKING A DIFFERENCE TO JUNIORS

Philosophy graduates are being offered the chance to apply acquired skills in a philosophy-oriented career 


London, 29 October 2008: Philosophy graduates now have a new career option – engaging with children and teaching philosophy in primary school, says special new educational service provider The Philosophy Shop (www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk), set up to deliver some of the challenges of Western philosophical thought to children in primary school (ages 5-11). 

The new career option is yet another sign that graduates of what had once been derided as the least employable degree are more and more in demand. Last year, the number of all graduates in full-time and part-time work six months after graduation rose by 9% between 2002-03 and 2005-06; for philosophy graduates it went up by 13%.¹ This is significant given the rise in the subject’s popularity. In 2001, UK universities produced 895 graduates with a first degree in the discipline – in 2007, they produced 1,995.

“Philosophers have an enthusiasm and passion for the subject that is unique to the discipline and that has no natural home outside academia,” comments The Philosophy Shop’s Director, Peter Worley. “We are giving that enthusiasm a home and a practical expression. The Philosophy Shop has made it our mission to promote the practical engagement of philosophy in people’s lives in education and in the community.”

The Philosophy Shop provides training for qualified philosophers (graduates and postgraduates) on how to deliver philosophical teaching to young children. The organisation is responsible for the ‘Philosophy in Primary Schools’ programme and for bringing philosophy to schools primarily in South-East London. The programme brings philosophy to bear on the national curriculum, teaching classes of primary school children to think critically and ethically about key moral themes. The result: philosophy students can use their skills to open the minds of youngsters, by delivering philosophy-based teaching to primary school children. 

A Philosophy Shop Consultant trained on the ‘Philosophy in Primary Schools’ programme and a current London University MPhil student, Robert Torrington, says: “While studying, I was someone who knew that philosophy had to have some practical application, it had to have an effect on people. Philosophy is too often thought of as a dead subject, purely art or too abstract. But with what The Philosophy Shop offers, that is no longer the case. It's allowed me to take my degree and use it in a way I know benefits others and myself in a uniquely philosophical way. 

"The level of support for people just starting out is everything you could ask for, too, including teaching methods and advice about approaching schools to a wealth of tried and tested resources. Furthermore, becoming part of The Philosophy Shop means becoming part of a philosophical community that encourages the vocational nature of philosophy in all areas, with the organisation working with adult reading groups, community workshops and all-round making its members feel like they’re really doing philosophy!”

Miriam Cohen, Philosophy MA and a former tutor at UCL, agrees: “It is very exciting to be teaching philosophy in primary schools. Having taught at undergraduate and graduate level for many years, I find thinking about how the skills used in philosophy can be applied and used by children to help them engage in ideas and have clearer thoughts both challenging and rewarding. The Philosophy Shop courses are an excellent way to start the process of teaching in primary schools. Watching the moments when a child understands something and begins to get excited about a question is very special. 

“I have taught Philosophy for 14 years at university and I still got a lot out of the course and it was just what I was looking for. It is great to benefit from Pete's experience and to understand how it fits into the curriculum.” 

For more information about the ‘Philosophy in Primary Schools’ programme, its services across the UK, and to participate in its UK-wide training for qualified philosophers, visit www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk. The next scheduled London (Stage 1) courses are scheduled for 30 and 31 October, in Deptford, South East London.
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Notes for Editors:

¹ The figures are provided by The Higher Education Careers Services Unit (Hecsu) (Nov 2007) from Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) data. www.hecsu.ac.uk 

· The Philosophy Shop promotes the practical application of philosophy in the community. It supports and promotes the teaching of philosophy in primary school children, as well as philosophy summer schools, philosophy groups and philosophical counselling. The Philosophy Shop is committed to the fact that through the rational investigation of existence, ethics and knowledge children are able to realise lots of benefits, including raised IQ, raised self-confidence and improved emotional intelligence. The company provides training for qualified philosophers on how to practically employ philosophical methods in a classroom situation. The programme brings philosophy to bear on the national curriculum and teaches classes of primary school children to think critically and ethically about themes raised there. The Philosophy Shop also offers teachers training in how to enhance their teaching methods through philosophical techniques. http://www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk


· ‘Philosophy in Primary Schools’ programme is a five-day training course combined with classroom training. Stage 1 (two days, £250) includes Games and starter activities – useful games to use in the classroom; Structure of a philosophy session – how our philosophy sessions are run, plus ten detailed sessions for you to use; Facilitation – how to facilitate a philosophy session effectively, linking philosophy and the history of ideas to the children's insights; Ground rules and discipline – keeping control in the classroom; Communicating effectively – this includes looking at body language and phrasing the children will understand; Reason and thinking skills – that the children will learn to use in the classroom, and hopefully take with them into other lessons; Questioning – how to question effectively, how to get the children to question effectively; Enquiries – each attendee will run their own enquiry on Day 2; Preparing yourself – planning and preparing, important aspects of teaching; Working with teachers – how to get them onside and keep them onside, what they will expect from you and what you can expect from them. The course also includes hands on training at a local school. Stage 2 (three days, £350) teaches devising skills to help you devise sessions with teachers and align your work with the national curriculum. Classroom experience is required and in order to become a consultant we need to observe and approve your work; another level, for training about INSET and staff meetings, is for experienced consultants only.
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