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NORTH LONDON PRIMARY SCHOOLS TO GET PHILOSOPHICAL ENLIGHTENMENT

Primary schools in North London boroughs are being offered customised Philosophy discussions, an innovative technique that encourages scholastic excellence in the under 11s

London, 02 April 2009: North London school kids are being taught Philosophy alongside the National Curriculum as part of a new way of encouraging childhood mental and character development.

This innovative service is being provided by special educational service provider The Philosophy Shop – responsible for the ‘Philosophy in Primary Schools’ programme that's brought Philosophy to schools all over the capital. The Philosophy Shop has now started offering professional Philosophers with the right pedagogic skills needed to open the minds of North London kids in primary schools in the area.

The youngsters are being encouraged to think critically and ethically about issues like responsibility, how we know things and about the nature of Life through this exposure to the challenges of Western philosophical thought. “It is extremely important that we encourage children to think – and early exposure to philosophy has been found to do just this,” believes Philosophy Shop's founder and Director Peter Worley.

Worley points out that teachers and other education professionals observing primary school Philosophy classes report an increase in reasoning skills in young pupils, with pupils saying they are learning how to approach problems more creatively, to think more deeply and better appreciate another point of view than their own.

One Philosophy Shop-trained primary school 'Philosopher-in-residence’, is Miriam Cohen Christofidis, a former tutor at UCL, who is working with years 3-6 at Eleanor Palmer school in Tufnell Park plus sessions at Fleet School in Hampstead with years 1-3. Miriam has many links with North London: she was brought up in Hampstead, completed her undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in Philosophy at UCL and having taught in university of London for many years is now committed to teaching in local primary and secondary schools.

“I find thinking about how Philosophy can be applied and used by children to help them engage in ideas and have clearer thoughts both challenging and rewarding,” she says. “Watching the moments when a child understands something and begins to get excited about a question is very special.”

Robin Holloway is another local Philosophy Shop-trained philosopher-in-residence, a graduate of an Ohio (US) university and a formally trained teacher. “Philosophy in the primary school adds an extra dimension to children's education by teaching them quite practical cognitive abilities,” he says.

“Philosophy really opens childrens’ minds and helps them become more confident and independent thinkers,” says Rachel Paine, another Philosophy Shop-trained philosopher-in-residence. “Children who are not normally encouraged to engage with ideas have the opportunity to develop their thinking skills.”

North London has an eminent philosophical heritage. Sigmund Freud moved to Hampstead in 1938, Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) was born in Spitalfields, John Stuart Mill (1806–1873) was born in Pentonville, while Bertrand Russell grew up in Pembroke Lodge Richmond Park between 1876 and 1894. London University was in turn founded by Bentham (the original 'University of London' is now the present day University College London).

For more information about the Philosophy Shop, its ‘Philosophy in Primary Schools’ programme and its entire range of services for London school kids, visit www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk
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Notes to Editors:

o
Last year UNESCO published a study looking at the benefits of teaching philosophy at pre-school and primary levels, concluding, "[We] consider the teaching of philosophy to be necessary and something to be reckoned with." http://portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-URL_ID=11575&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
o
Meanwhile, a 2007 study by Dundee University (2007) suggested that confronting core philosophical debates as the nature of existence, ethics and knowledge can raise children's IQ by up to 6.5 points and improve emotional intelligence. The research also found that philosophy in schools promotes certain speaking and listening skills, as well as sustained reasoning skills over time. http://www.clacksweb.org.uk/site/documents/psychologicalservice/evaluationofclackmannanshirethinkingskillsinitiative/
o
The Philosophy Shop promotes the practical application of philosophy in the community. It supports and promotes the teaching of philosophy in primary school children, as well as philosophy summer schools, philosophy groups and philosophical counselling. The Philosophy Shop is committed to the fact that through the rational investigation of existence, ethics and knowledge children are able to realise lots of benefits, including raised IQ, raised self-confidence and improved emotional intelligence. The company provides training for qualified philosophers on how to practically employ philosophical methods in a classroom situation. The programme brings philosophy to bear on the national curriculum and teaches classes of primary school children to think critically and ethically about themes raised there. The Philosophy Shop also offers teachers training in how to enhance their teaching methods through philosophical techniques. http://www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk










































Page 2 of 3

