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A HUGE WELCOME TO OUR CORPORATE PARTNERS – THREE CHEERS FOR MASSIVE EARLY SUPPORT FOR 'THE PHILOSOPHERS' FOOTBALL MATCH'!
13 January 2010, London – Special educational service provider The Philosophy Shop is delighted to announce that it is to receive support for its 2010 re-staging of the classic Monty Python 'Philosophers' Football' clash of Greeks versus Germans from a range of major UK companies.

Rebellion-owned comic 2000 AD, London-based Media design consultancy on-IDLE and Performance Ticket Printers are all now on board, and the team all know their creative nous, web development expertise, ticketing, promotional activities and other key support functions, which means this fun event with a deeper message is set for kick off this year.

The game, after all, promises to be THE REALLY big football fixture of 2010… 'Socrates Wanderers' versus 'Nietzsche Albion,' Central London, Spring This Year! Inspired by the famous 1972 Monty Python sketch, and with the full backing of the surviving Pythons, this tribute/replay will bring together a range of well-known UK intellectuals, comedians, broadcasters, writers and journalists in aid of the theme of 'More reasoning and creative thinking for our children'.

The Philosophy Shop, which came up with the idea, works to enable Philosophy graduates at University level to conduct practical Philosophy sessions for primary school children (ages 5 to 11) as part of a drive to boost their critical reasoning skills from a very early age. This is in order to better support young people’s learning and development or simply enabling kids from all backgrounds to enjoy the intellectual excitement that comes from doing Philosophy.

“It’s going to be a fantastic sporting and Monty Python-influenced comedy action event and we are delighted to be involved in supporting a project all about encouraging creative and imaginative thinking comments 2000 AD Editor Matt Smith.
Ané-Mari Peter, Managing Director of on-IDLE agrees: “We are delighted to be involved. The project is an exciting one as well as important to schools for encouraging youngsters to think and be creative.”

“We are our hugely grateful to our early doors partners,” says Peter Worley, Director of The Philosophy Shop. “Without their outstanding efforts, the Match would be more fantasy football than 'real' Philosophy football.” 

Following the successful launch of the public awareness campaign to chime with World Philosophy Day on 19 November, which included an appearance by The Philosophy Shop’s Director Peter Worley and its Ambassador AC Grayling on The Today programme, our supporters are ready warming up on the touchlines. 

So far the teamsheet includes comedians Mark Steel, Tony Hawks, Arthur Smith, Andy Hamilton and Ariane Sherine, as well as assorted footballers, sorry, philosophers! Julian Baggini, Nigel Warburton, Simon Glendinning, Dr Stephen Law, Angie Hobbs and Mark Vernon. Other confirmed supporters include so far sociologist and Radio 4 Thinking Allowed presenter Laurie Taylor, the BBC’s John Humphrys, philosopher Anthony Grayling and educationalist and author Anthony Seldon.
2000 AD is one of the best known brands in the global comic business, a title that combines award-winning sci-fi, horror and fantasy infused with a mean streak of irony and black humour in the shape of characters like Judge Dredd, Halo Jones, Rogue Trooper and Tank Girl. 2000 AD has been employing the finest graphic novel writers and artists since it burst on the scene in 1977, a heritage firmly being upheld by owners Rebellion, who acquired the title in July 2000. Rebellion's commitment to innovation and entertainment make it an ideal creative sponsor of The Philosophers Football Match. 

http://www.rebellion.co.uk/
London-based Media design consultancy on-IDLE was founded by Ané Mari du Toit and Marc Peter in 1999; Marc and Ané met while taking Masters degrees in Interactive Media at the London College of Communication under acclaimed filmmaker and founder of Imagine design bureaux Alan Sekers. The company mixes leading technology with design, publishing and media consultancy across a variety of platforms, cultures, languages and markets while its work in the education and non-profit sectors gives The Philosophers Football Match a great basis for design success. 

http://www.on-idle.com/
Performance Ticket Printers was formed in 1987, offering full colour tickets, posters and flyers. PTP provide tickets for theatres, cinemas, choral societies, orchestras, choirs, drama groups, operatic societies and many festivals. Customers include the BBC, John Lewis Partnership, National Trust, English Heritage, Royal Academy of Music, Westminster Abbey and the BBC Symphony Orchestra. 

http://www.ticketprinters.co.uk/
The Philosophy Shop will be using 'The Philosophers' Football Match 2010' as a springboard for increasing awareness of its 'Four Rs' campaign, centred on flagging the importance of the four, not three, Rs: Reading, (W)riting, (A)rithmetic AND Reasoning. The goal is to make ‘reasoning’ a feature of the National Curriculum and for the Government to commit to a formal place for Philosophy at all levels of education, not just at university and postgraduate level, so that all young people can benefit. The Four Rs drive is backed by a number of thinkers, such as prominent British philosopher AC Grayling and was highlighted by Sir Jim Rose in his Spring 2009 set of suggestions for revamping the National Curriculum.

For more information about The Philosophers Football Match 2010, visit http://www.philosophersfootball.com/
– ENDS –

NOTES TO EDITORS:


MESSAGES OF SUPPORT FROM SOME OF THE SQUAD (AND THOSE SITTING ON THE BENCH)…

"It seems reasonable to teach children to reason; and unreasonable not to." –Python and iconoclast Terry Jones. On The Bench.

"This is a great idea, I think. At least, I think I think that." – Comedian and writer Andy Hamilton. Mid Field. Contesting A Three Match Ban For Use Of Dialectic 

"Children are philosophers by nature and should be given every opportunity to think and enquire and become like Socrates in their own right." – Philosopher AC Grayling. In The Stands After Barracking The Fourth Official For Crass Determinism.

“Everything I know about football I learnt from the great philosophers.” –Comedian Arthur ‘Schopenhauer’ Smith. Striker.

"Chasing a bit of inflated leather around a park may not be the most rational activity known to humankind. But in this instance, it's in pursuit of a tremendously worthwhile goal. Philosophy is a valuable resource for thinking and it is a tragedy that almost everyone leaves school in this country oblivious to what it has to offer." – Philosopher Julian Baggini. Centre Back.

“I cannot imagine any ingredient which would make a more welcome addition to the national diet than a large dash of reasoning.” – Sociologist Laurie Taylor. Rumoured To Be Bringing The Brass Section.

“Philosophy is not a spectator sport. If you want to study it, you have to do it.” –Philosopher Nigel Warburton. Ref. 

“I’m very happy to be supporting this initiative to introduce primary school children to Philosophy.” – Journalist Ariane Sherine. Sweeper.

“Life is a game. In fact life is just like a game of football – but only Jesus got to play extra time.” – Tony Hawks. Comedian, Writer, Musician and Philanthropist. Has Been Quoted As Determined To Hack Old Foe Epicurus Off The Park. 

“Children are natural 'philosophers'. They really have the curiosity, zest and open-mindedness to explore the big questions."– Angela Hobbs, Philosopher. Winger. Only England Fan Alive Who Actually Thinks The Germans Have A Point About The '66 3rd Goal.


 “The football match is a brilliant idea ... but will it really be happening if no-one is there.?” – John Humphrys. Broadcaster, Journalist. UEFA Rules Trivia Geek.

“When you think about it, it’s extraordinary that philosophy is not taught in schools, as kids ask philosophical questions quite naturally.” Mark Vernon. Philosopher, Journalist, Defender. 


About the Rose review of the National Curriculum


A major review of the curriculum for England's primary schools is being conducted by Sir Jim Rose. The final report of the Review was published in April of this year. According to Jim Rose, over and above everything else, primary schools are about instilling life long learning. Key to this: providing children with the skills to learn effectively, so “they can plan, research and critically evaluate, using reasoned arguments to support conclusions. As well as “think creatively, making original connections and generate ideas” and “consider alternative solutions to problems.” These are all skills that Philosophy excels in: critical thinking skills. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/primarycurriculumreview/

About The Philosophy Shop


The Philosophy Shop is a social enterprise and a member of Social Enterprise London, operating on a not-for-profit basis. Any operating surplus is reinvested in providing educational services or promoting Philosophy in the community. All money raised in connection with 'The Philosophers' Football Match 2010' will be used for increasing awareness of the 'Four Rs' campaign and for these purposes.

The Philosophy Shop will be using 'The Philosophers' Football Match 2010' as a springboard for increasing awareness of its 'Four Rs' campaign, centred on flagging the importance of the four, not three, Rs: Reading, (W)riting, (A)rithmetic AND Reasoning. 
http://www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk/
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