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I THINK THEREFORE I WAS TAUGHT PHILOSOPHY

London, 19 November 2008: To mark World Philosophy Day tomorrow (20th November) the teaching of philosophy should be given a higher priority to help people cope with a rapidly changing economy, according to special new educational service provider The Philosophy Shop.

“We need to make philosophy a feature of the school curriculum,” urges the group's founder and Director, Peter Worley. “In today’s economy an ability to adapt and remain flexible is essential. A philosophical training cultivates the right disposition to be able to be able to think and reason carefully,” he adds. The Philosophy Shop’s case takes the innovative approach of delivering the challenges of Western philosophical thought to children in primary school from Year 1 through to Year 6 (ages 5 -11). 

Worley points out that teachers and other education professionals observing these courses report an increase in reasoning skills in young pupils, with youngsters saying they are learning how to approach problems more creatively, to think more deeply and to develop a train of thought and appreciate another point of view. 
"Children are philosophers by nature and should be given every opportunity to think and enquire and become like Socrates in their own right," says philosopher, Anthony Grayling. 

“Learning philosophy helps to make children more rigorous thinkers and more deliberative citizens,” adds philosophy in education expert Dr Michael Hand. “Organisations like The Philosophy Shop are breaking new ground in making philosophy accessible to children.”
“If children do not also develop a critical understanding then our current SAT-obsessed model will prove to be extremely short sighted,” concludes Worley.

Philosophy Day was set up by UNESCO in 2002, and this year celebrates the teaching of philosophy. The Philosophy Shop is pleased at the announcement of UNESCO's Teaching Philosophy and Learning to Philosophize publication, based on the results of a global study containing recommendations and proposals on the teaching of philosophy, especially at pre-school and primary levels.

The Philosophy Shop is behind the ‘Philosophy in Primary Schools’ programme which has been bringing philosophy to schools in South-East London for the last six years. It now has consultants working nationally to deliver the critical benefits of philosophy to more British primary school pupils.

– ENDS –

Philosopher, Anthony Grayling and The Philosophy Shop founder and Director, Peter Worley are available for interview. For further information and for interviews contact Amanda Jane PR:
Email – info@amandajanepr.com 

Tel: 020 7704 1585 / 07920 052 160

Notes for Editors:

· For more details on the UNESCO World Philosophy Day, go to http://portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-URL_ID=12341&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
· The Philosophy Shop promotes the practical application of philosophy in the community. It supports and promotes the teaching of philosophy in primary school children, as well as philosophy summer schools, philosophy groups and philosophical counselling. The Philosophy Shop is committed to the fact that through the rational investigation of existence, ethics and knowledge children are able to realise lots of benefits, including raised IQ, raised self-confidence and improved emotional intelligence. The company provides training for qualified philosophers on how to practically employ philosophical methods in a classroom situation. The programme brings philosophy to bear on the national curriculum and teaches classes of primary school children to think critically and ethically about themes raised there. The Philosophy Shop also offers teachers training in how to enhance their teaching methods through philosophical techniques. http://www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk
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