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This is a press release for The Philosophers Football Match.


NOTE: It is strictly embargoed until 21 April.

SHOCK LATE ADDITION TO LINE UP FOR THE PHILOSOPHERS' FOOTBALL MATCH MAKES 'HISTORY'! 

21 April 2010, London – In a move bound to fox their opponents, Socrates Wanderers have announced a last minute ringer to their squad for their upcoming grudge rematch with long-term rivals Nietzsche Wanderers: Ancient Historian and broadcaster Bettany Hughes, author of 'Helen of Troy,' has been sneaked on the roster for the real-life re-staging of the classic Monty Python 'Philosophers' Football' clash of 'Greeks' versus 'Germans' on Sunday, 9th May!

The shock last minute move by wily Greek team coach and former England Manager Graham Taylor has all followers of the Beautiful Game – plus the ones coming to see the Match – asking if Hughes' undoubted mastery of both the long ball game and Spartan domestic politics could tip the balance and throw opposing Manager and professional Philosopher AC Grayling into another of his legendary spells of existential Angst.

We'll have to see as, inspired by the famous Python skit and with the full backing of the surviving members of the famous comic team, this 'grudge' fixture of the Wanderers' versus Albion takes place in just a few short weeks at Wingate & Finchley’s Harry Abrahams Stadium in North London (see www.philosophersfootball.com). 

“The return of Hughes has thrown us all into a frenzy of speculation... or was that about what I really 'see' when I 'see' a red coloured item? I forget,” says one fanatical Greek supporter.

From Kings of Alternative Comedy Arthur Smith and Mark Steel to high profile educationalists and academics, the two squads ready to do battle for philosopher football honour bring together a range of well-known UK intellectuals, comedians, broadcasters, writers and journalists – all joining in the fun in a good cause, on the theme of 'Let's bring more reasoning and creative thinking into our children's education'. 

In the stands are Terry ('Karl Marx') Jones, along with Broadcaster, Journalist and UEFA Rules Trivia Geek John Humphrys, while Clive Anderson, Utilitarian Player wearing the Tony 'Adam' Smith shirt, is reportedly absent because of a club v philosophy clash; while comedian and writer Andy Hamilton is contesting a three match ban for use of dialectic. 

With the appointment of such top intellectual talent amassed for Sunday, 9th May (doors at 1.30pm, 3pm kick-off) 'Socrates Wanderers' versus 'Nietzsche Albion' is a fixture most definitely ready for the ref's opening whistle! 

The Philosophy Shop, the group behind the Match, helps Philosophy graduates conduct practical reasoning sessions for schoolchildren as part of a drive to boost their critical reasoning skills from a very early age in order to better support learning and development – and also enable kids from all backgrounds to enjoy the intellectual excitement that comes from doing Philosophy. 

With the recently publicised job cuts in Philosophy departments, providing access to intellectually-stretching subjects to youngsters even at university level is under threat, underlining the seriousness of this ambition.

“The team line ups are impressive and promise a lot of action” says Peter Worley, The Philosophy Shop's founder and Director. “It’s definitely going to be fun and intellectually stimulating day out.”  


Tickets are on sale now in advance for just £10 and are only £1 for under 14s (NB tickets will be £20 on the day of the fixture itself).

Plus, wear your intellectual and football credentials on your chest with a match-inspired T-Shirt, designed by media design consultancy on-IDLE and global comic brand 2000 AD bearing the slogan ‘Cogito, Ergo, Goallaaa!’ – a must-have for philosopher footballers everywhere... even on Copacabana! (T-Shirts cost £15 and are available in adult and junior sizes).

To find out more about The Philosophers Football Match 2010, visit http://www.philosophersfootball.com/. 

For further information and for media interviews, please contact Amanda Jane PR:

Email – info@amandajanepr.com 
Tel: 020 7241 1390 / 07920 052 160
– ENDS –

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About The Philosophy Shop


The Philosophy Shop is a Community Interest Company and a member of Social Enterprise London, operating on a not-for-profit basis so any operating surplus from its activities is reinvested in providing educational services or promoting Philosophy in the community. Thus all money raised in connection with 'The Philosophers' Football Match 2010' will be used for increasing awareness of the 'Four Rs' campaign and for these purposes.

The Philosophy Shop is using 'The Philosophers' Football Match 2010' as a springboard for increasing awareness of its 'Four Rs' campaign, centred on flagging the importance of the four, not three, Rs: Reading, (W)riting, (A)rithmetic AND Reasoning. http://www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk/
Protect Philosophy Jobs

For more on the crisis at the Philosophy Department at King's College London and in particular the targeting for redundancy of its staff http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=277389651575
Philosophers' Football Match Trophy Partner 

· Routledge Classics http://www.routledge.com/classics/


Philosophers' Football Match Partners 

· 2000 AD http://www.rebellion.co.uk/
· HowTheLightGetsIn http://www.howthelightgetsin.org
· Introducing Books http://www.introducingbooks.com/
· Mitre http://www.mitre.com
· on-IDLE http://www.on-idle.com
· Performance Ticket Printers http://www.ticketprinters.co.uk/
· Philosophy Now http://www.philosophynow.org/
· The Philosophers’ Magazine http://www.philosophersnet.com
For more on Philosophers' Football Match Partners, see http://www.philosophersfootball.com/partners
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