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'PHILOSOPHERS' FOOTBALL MATCH 2010' DEDICATED MICROSITE GOES LIVE TODAY 

18 March, 2010, London – Special educational service provider The Philosophy Shop is delighted to announce the launch of the dedicated website for its upcoming comedy rematch of the classic Monty Python 'Philosophers' Football Match' sketch of 1972 (www.philosophersfootball.com) launches today.

From alternative comedians to high profile educationalists and academics, the fun event has an underlying serious purpose: to highlight the importance of thinking in schools – an aim being furthered so much better now with this website. The Match is taking place on Sunday, 9th May 2010 at Wingate & Finchley’s Harry Abrahams Stadium in North London.

The site has been designed and built by leading media design consultancy on-IDLE (www.on-idle.com), the group whose creative nous and Web development expertise is providing a solid basis for the Match's success. 

“We are delighted to be so involved at all levels on this exciting and fun project,” says Ané-Mari Peter, Managing Director of on-IDLE. “The campaign website and e-marketing should hopefully rally all Python supporters and football fans – as well as anyone who thinks there should be more emphasis on creative and imaginative thinking in schools.”

As well as information and news, e-commerce (tickets are now on sale as are special fun Match T-shirts) and details of the imminent eBay auction for the Match football signed by all the surviving Pythons, there is also a co-ordinated e-marketing and media campaign with a viral marketing and online component. 

on-IDLE's expert team is behind www.philosophersfootball.com, the T-shirt  memorabilia, the design of tickets as well as the marketing e-mailshot going out to promote the event to universities and schools. The firm has also been providing strategic input into the viral marketing and online component. 

The event branding as a whole features on-IDLE’s design handiwork plus graphic artistry from global comic brand 2000 AD, seen best in the official Match T-shirt with its fun ‘Cogito, Ergo, Goallaaa!’ slogan – a must-have for philosopher footballers everywhere, be that Plato's Academy to Old Trafford to Copacabana!

Philosopher AC Grayling and Former England Manager Graham Taylor have been appointed as managers, and the team sheet includes comedians Mark Steel, Tony Hawks and Arthur Smith as well as assorted footballers, sorry, philosophers! Julian Baggini, Nigel Warburton, Simon Glendinning, Dr Stephen Law, Angie Hobbs and Mark Vernon. Supporters on the touchlines include sociologist and Radio 4 Thinking Allowed presenter Laurie Taylor, the BBC’s John Humphrys, footballing legend Gary Lineker and educationalist and author Anthony Seldon.

This tongue-in-cheek re-staging – on a real London pitch – of the original sketch is the idea of The Philosophy Shop, a specialist provider of education and training for primary school kids. The group works to enable Philosophy graduates at University level to conduct practical philosophy sessions for children aged 5 to 11 as part of a drive to boost their reasoning skills from their first days in the school environment. 

“We are delighted with the interest and momentum generated for the fun event which has such an important deeper message,” says Peter Worley, The Philosophy Shop Director. “The creative and design savvy shown by on-IDLE has been very much responsible for making this event a success. We are delighted with the on-IDLE-designed website, T-Shirt and collateral as well as their e-marketing skills.

Tickets are on sale now in advance for just £10 plus postage and packing and are only £1 for under 14s. Tickets will be £20 on the day of the fixture itself.

“We are encouraging everyone to join us on Facebook, post a message on the website, buy a T-Shirt or better buy a ticket and come along and cheer for 'your' favourite style of Philosophy football!” Worley concludes.

For more information about The Philosophers Football Match 2010 and to buy tickets or T-shirts, leave a comment or join in the ball auction, visit http://www.philosophersfootball.com/. 

For further information and for interviews with the design team behind The Philosophers Football Match and for photography, please contact Amanda Jane PR:

Email – info@amandajanepr.com 
Tel: 020 7241 1390 / 07920 052 160

– ENDS –

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About The Philosophy Shop


The Philosophy Shop is a social enterprise and a member of Social Enterprise London, operating on a not-for-profit basis. Any operating surplus is reinvested in providing educational services or promoting Philosophy in the community. All money raised in connection with 'The Philosophers' Football Match 2010' will be used for increasing awareness of the 'Four Rs' campaign and for these purposes.

The Philosophy Shop will be using 'The Philosophers' Football Match 2010' as a springboard for increasing awareness of its 'Four Rs' campaign, centred on flagging the importance of the four, not three, Rs: Reading, (W)riting, (A)rithmetic AND Reasoning. 

http://www.thephilosophyshop.co.uk/
About on-IDLE


London-based Media design consultancy on-IDLE was founded by Ané Mari du Toit and Marc Peter in 1999; Marc and Ané met while taking Masters degrees in Interactive Media at the London College of Communication under acclaimed filmmaker and founder of Imagine design bureaux Alan Sekers. The company mixes leading technology with design, publishing and media consultancy across a variety of platforms, cultures, languages and markets while its work in the education and non-profit sectors gives The Philosophers Football Match a great basis for design success. 


http://www.on-idle.com/
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