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The Philosophy Foundation’s Theory of Change

“

“

My son, who is 7 and a half said, "Mummy
my brain is fuming, in a good way!"
To have this kind of stimulus in these very
disruptive times is something precious. So
thank you again!

”

Our focus…
Individuals from
disadvantaged
backgrounds and others
that are not normally
exposed to philosophy

“

The central content of the course
relating to questioning strategies and
open mindsets was richly detailed
and compelling.
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”

Training course
attendee

Our outputs…
Individuals become philosophical thinkers,
able to apply independent, critical and
creative thought processes that will positively
influence their approach to life

Our activities…
Developing philosophical
learning materials, including
curriculums, resources and
publications

Individuals develop key life skills, including
problem solving, decision making,
communication, and teamwork skills
Individuals develop personal confidence,
empathy and leadership qualities, to
become leaders in society

Trained and accredited
specialists delivering
philosophical sessions in
schools, workplaces and
other learning spaces

Individuals achieve better educational and
workplace results, have a greater appetite
for learning, and higher aspirations for
education and work

Undertaking research,
partnership building and
influencing to show the value
of philosophical enquiry

Classes, workplace teams and other groups
are able to communicate and collaborate
effectively, manage conflict, and come to
better decisions to achieve better outcomes

Schools, organisations and other institutions
see the value of philosophical thinking, and
nurture their environments and culture to
become high achieving, enjoyable and
fulfilling places to study, work and be

Miriam asked lots of really great
questions that made me think…I love
thinking about right and wrong and
applying it to di erent topics…I am
really glad I got the opportunity to try
[philosophy]!

The outcome…
Individuals are able to
succeed professionally and
personally, and contribute
positively to society

”

18-year-old pupil at
UCH hospital school

The impact…
An inclusive and thriving
society built on a diversity
of ideas and contributions

“
”

All pupils engaged very well and they
were sad to see [TPF’s philosophy
sessions] end. Thank you so much!

London class teacher

2020-21 Report Summary
A Carbon Neutral Plus Charity
Since forming as a social enterprise in 2007 we have worked directly with
over 60,000 young people in schools - nursery, primary and secondary helping them to develop vital cognitive and a ective skills that can enhance
their schoolwork and their life beyond school. Over 90% of our schools have
more than the national average of children on free school meals, with 56% of
our schools having double the national average, in addition to being in areas
that serve communities with a wide mix of language and educational needs.
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At The Philosophy Foundation (TPF) we aim to
continually improve our environmental
performance as an integral part of our business
strategy and operating methods. Our carbon
intensity is 33% lower than the average o ice.

Produced: 14.2 tonnes of CO2e.
O set: 28.4 tonnes of CO2e

“

Our funding supports the
Global Portfolio VCS
certified carbon reduction
programmes across the
world via a range of
projects that include
carbon avoidance, clean
and renewable energy
generation. Many are
within developing
countries, where they
also provide additional
social benefits.

“

This certificate acknowledges that

The Philosophy Foundation
offset 9 tCO2e
through verified carbon reduction projects
and planting 9 trees in the United Kingdom
7 September 2021
Helping to combat climate change
and sustain our environment for future generations

John Buckley
Managing Director, Carbon Footprint Ltd

www.carbonfootprint.com

Facilitating
Regular philosophy sessions in
schools and in the community.

Our Mission
Dealing with the e ects of COVID-19 has highlighted
challenges in our society, especially for low-income
and minority groups (Haynes 2020, O ice for National
Statistics 2021) The pandemic isolated us and framed a
time of challenge and uncertainty (Bu et al. 2020, O ice for
National Statistics 2021).
There is good evidence to suggest that teaching people to
engage with ideas and each other through philosophy has
untold benefits for the individual and wider society. The mental
health of children, for example, benefits from philosophical
dialogue (Malboeuf-Hurtubise et al. 2021). Furthermore, in an
age of increasing diversity we need to equip young people with
the habits and tools to think carefully and make reasonable
judgements on their own and in groups.
At The Philosophy Foundation we believe that
reasoning skills developed through philosophical enquiry are
an indispensable foundation of all aspects of learning.
Philosophy, like maths, music or physical education, is
intrinsically worth doing and intrinsically engaging.
So our expert philosophers facilitate enquiries is schools,
communities and the workplace with the overall aim to:

EQUIP BENEFICIARIES TO BE ABLE TO
PARTICIPATE FULLY IN SOCIETY

Re-contract rate

COVID impacted heavily on
schools’ decision to keep
philosophy. Despite this the
majority stayed with us

57% of schools continue
81% average (over four years)
Public Engagement
Events, groups and
talks to engage
communities in
philosophical dialogue

• World Philosophy Day
• Monthly ‘Think & Drink’
• Anything within Reason
Research
3rd consecutive year of
research with King’s College
London.
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‘Aporia’ research project on
emotions with over 200 children

3,900 children
reached
Training
Philosophers trained
and accredited this
year.

• 14 new Specialists
• 85 completed Stage 1
training
• 13 completed
advanced facilitation
training
Resources
Developing resources
for children and
teachers

• 223 lesson plans
• 110 multimedia
worksheets
available to:

• 2,378 website
members

Philosophy comes full circle
Over the years more than 60,000 young people have done philosophy with us and gone on to do good things!
This year we want to celebrate a couple of those people who were inspired to do philosophy at a young age and
then decided to return to The Philosophy Foundation to inspire others.

Peter Worley (our CoCEO) started teaching
philosophy in Eliot Bank.
One of his pupils was….

Katy Worley who
attends Eliot Bank
Primary school and has
enjoyed lots of
philosophy, especially
because her father is…

Ben Walker, who was
inspired to take a
degree in philosophy
and trained to become
a philosophy specialist
with TPF, teaching
pupils like….

Click to watch
interview

Click to watch
interview

Felix Kita-Mears began doing philosophy
with TPF when he was 10 years old and in
September 2021 he will complete his training
to become one of our specialists in John Ball
Primary, the same school where he first
experienced philosophy with TPF

Holiday Club
During the Easter Holidays 2021 The Philosophy
Foundation ran a Holiday Activities Club at
Rathfern Primary School in Lewisham.
The club ran for 4 days in total, from 9.30am until 3pm, with packed
lunches being provided for all children by the Legendary Community
Club, who employ young people not currently in employment,
education or training.
The four days had an over-arching theme of community and
citizenship, based on ‘Republic Island’ from Peter Worley’s book The
If Machine. This meant the children were following a narrative over the course of four days, with lots of activities and games
interspersed with creative, critical and collaborative conversations around survival, decision-making, rules, politics, justice,
economics and community.

We had 82 children sign up for the club, and only 8 no-shows. On average 90% of children
came across the 4 days, which - for a voluntary unpaid club - is a very high percentage. We
also accommodated 3 children who hadn’t signed up for the club.

Holiday Activities Club Overall
Boring
1%

Alright
14%

Brilliant
48%

Good
37%

Click to
watch

75% of the children who signed up for the club were in receipt of Free School Meals or had
English as an Additional Language.
Overall the feedback was very positive with 85% saying it was either ‘Brilliant’ or ‘Good’.
Only 1 child said it was ‘Boring’.

85% Brilliant or good -Rated by attendees
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"The Philosophy Foundation is an exceptional organisation. Its sta
are highly committed, professional, and also creative in the way they
make philosophy available to everyone, including our newest citizens.
The ability of a little philosophy to transform pupils - making them
sharper thinkers, more rounded citizens, more morally aware - is
increasingly well-established. The Philosophy Foundation are leaders
in this field.”
Stephen Law

@philosophyfound
www.philosophy-foundation.org
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