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Individuals from 
disadvantaged 
backgrounds and others 
that are not normally 
exposed to philosophy

Developing philosophical 
learning materials, including 
curriculums, resources and 
publications

Trained and accredited 
specialists delivering 
philosophical sessions in 
schools, workplaces and 
other learning spaces

Undertaking research, 
partnership building and 
influencing to show the value 
of philosophical enquiry

Individuals become philosophical thinkers, 
able to apply independent, critical and 
creative thought processes that will positively 
influence their approach to life

Individuals develop key life skills, including 
problem solving, decision making, 
communication, and teamwork skills

Individuals develop personal confidence, 
empathy and leadership qualities, to 
become leaders in society

Individuals achieve better educational and 
workplace results, have a greater appetite 
for learning, and higher aspirations for 
education and work

Classes, workplace teams and other groups 
are able to communicate and collaborate 
e!ectively, manage conflict, and come to 
better decisions to achieve better outcomes

Schools, organisations and other institutions 
see the value of philosophical thinking, and 
nurture their environments and culture to 
become high achieving, enjoyable and 
fulfilling places to study, work and be

An inclusive and thriving 
society built on a diversity 
of ideas and contributions

Individuals are able to 
succeed professionally and 
personally, and contribute 
positively to society

Our focus…

Our activities…

Our outputs…

The outcome…

The impact…

The Philosophy Foundation’s Theory of Change

“ 
Thinking with others is fun, when three 
days later you are still wondering about 

the questions raised. 

” 
Adult philosophy course attendee

“ [My son is] no longer worried about having 
metaphysical thoughts/speculations 

(before he had these sort of thoughts, but 
had no way of processing them and they 
worried him). And an allied benefit is his 

confidence in expressing these (and other) 
ideas.  

” Parent of online pupil 

“ I found this more useful than my 
entire year of teacher training!   

” 
Philosophical Enquiry (PhiE) training 

attendee 

“ Students have really had the 
opportunity to think about things in a 

very measured way, think deeply about 
interesting questions and not be afraid 

to give their thoughts and opinions. 

” Teacher observer at Great Ormond 
Street Hospital 



2021-22 Report Summary
The last year has seen some recovery from the pandemic. The number of schools has 
increased by 68%, almost back to pre-COVID levels and we continue to be valued by our 
schools and partners: our re-contract rate is 100% this year (up from an average of 81% over 
the last 4 years, taking it to 85% over 5 years) and feedback has been consistently 'good' or 
'outstanding’.  

The Irish film ‘Young Plato’ came out in 2022 increasing our visibility nationally and 
internationally. The story of philosophy’s impact on those Belfast school children reminds us 
of the value and relevance of our mission. With ongoing funding support from the Royal 
Institute of Philosophy we were able to work in a further 41 schools and we continue to work 
in schools that have a higher than average number of pupil premium children.  

We responded to the war in Ukraine by offering free weekly philosophy sessions online to 
Ukrainian children affected by the war - this included children in Ukraine, as well as those 
who are refugees. This work continues with colleagues from around the world. 

This year we also ran a study into the use of philosophical enquiry helping emotional 
metacognition, resilience, mental health and well-being. The data is still being analysed, but 
early results indicate improved emotional awareness and metacognition. 
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At The Philosophy Foundation (TPF) we aim to 
continually improve our environmental 
performance as an integral part of our business 
strategy and operating methods. Our carbon 
intensity is 33% lower than the average office. 

Produced: 15 tonnes of CO2e. 
Offset: 30 tonnes of CO2e.  

“ Our funding supports the 
Global Portfolio VCS 
certified carbon reduction 
programmes across the 
world via a range of 
projects that include 
carbon avoidance, clean 
and renewable energy 
generation. Many are within 
developing countries, 
where they also provide 
additional social benefits. 

“

A Carbon Neutral Plus Charity

John Buckley
Managing Director, Carbon Footprint Ltd
www.carbonfootprint.com

This certificate acknowledges that

The Philosophy Foundation

offset

15.026 tonnes of carbon dioxide

by supporting

a Global Portfolio of
Verified Carbon Reduction Projects

1 December 2022

Helping to combat climate change
and sustain our environment for future generations



Re-contract rate 
Schools that bring us in are 
staying with us, committing to 
philosophy in education 

100% of schools 
continue  

Facilitating 
Regular philosophy sessions in 
schools and in the community. 

Resources 
Developing 
resources for 
children and 
teachers 

• 243 lesson plans 
 available to:  
• 2,803 website 

members

Free philosophy sessions 
We have been running free 
online philosophy sessions 

with children affected by the 
war in Ukraine 

•Since April 2022 we ran 25 
sessions with 7 - 16 year olds 

Public Engagement  
Events, groups and talks to engage 
communities in philosophical 
dialogue 
• Young Plato Film  
• Andy West’s The Life Inside book 
launch at House of St Barnabas 
• Writing for ‘Young Philosophers’ 

in The Philosophers Magazine (free, 
online publication) 

Today more than ever we need the 
understanding, critical thinking skills and 
perspective that philosophy brings. Founded in 
2007, The Philosophy Foundation’s mission is to bring 
understanding, wisdom and flourishing to the heart of 
education for children and adults. We do this primarily by 
facilitating philosophical enquiry in schools, as well as in 
learning communities and in the workplace.  

We believe that: 

Reasoning skills developed through philosophical enquiry 
are an indispensable foundation of all aspects of learning.  

Philosophy, like maths, music or physical education, is 
intrinsically worth doing and intrinsically engaging.  

What makes us stand out as an educational charity is our 
commitment to quality. All our specialists have a degree in 
philosophy and are intensively trained and supported in 
schools. We work directly with the beneficiaries (the 
students) so we can ensure high impact. Finally, we 
undertake research on our method to ensure we are 
delivering on our charitable aims, and find ways to 
improve our impact. 

Our overall aim is to: 

 EQUIP OUR BENEFICIARIES TO 
FLOURISH IN EDUCATION, LIFE 

AND SOCIETY.

Our Mission
Training 
Philosophers trained 
and accredited this 
year. 

• 16 new Specialists 
• 70 completed Stage 1 

training 
• 11 completed 

advanced facilitation 
training 

4,347 children 
reached



Our Outcomes
Philosophy for Children
We asked teachers who observe our sessions to report on 
the skills young people developed during our sessions. 
Teachers thought that the philosophy sessions had the 
greatest impact on speaking and reasoning skills, shortly 
followed by vocabulary, listening skills and ability to ask 
questions. 

When teachers were asked if 
they would recommend 
philosophy, all respondents 
said ‘yes, definitely’.

“ “Improved my general teaching 
practice”  

” 
“ I ended up applying for Teach First 

and being successful!   

” 
  

“ Can't recommend this training 
enough!   

” 

Training Philosophers and Teachers
• 100% of accreditation/association trainees felt training had a positive 

impact on them.
• 8 out of 9 attendees in our stage 1 training course intend to pursue 

philosophy with children.
• INSET training for around 28 teachers in 2021-22; 9 out of the 12 

respondents thought the INSET training was Good or Outstanding. No 
negative feedback.

• Stage 1 training - our flagship course was rated 100% Good or 
Outstanding overall. 



In 2014 The Philosophy 
Foundation started working 

with Holy Cross Boys’ 
Primary School in Belfast and 

trained their staff in TPF’s 
method.  

Young Plato 
documentary in 2022 

showcasing the 
empowering effects of 

philosophy at the school 
has won multiple awards

Now a partner school, 
we have had the 
privilege to work 

closely with Kevin and 
the staff at Holy Cross 

Boys' since then.
TPF have worked with Soilsiu Films to 

develop resources that can be used 
alongside the film, including lesson plans 
and strategies for doing philosophy with 
children that address issues of emotional 

literacy and critical thinking. This was 
made possible with funding from The 

Royal Institute of Philosophy

Young Plato and The Philosophy Foundation 
Young Plato is an observational documentary is set in post-conflict Belfast's Ardoyne, where a marginalized working-

class community has for generations been plagued by poverty, drugs and guns. The film charts the journey of 
Headmaster Kevin McArevey and his dedicated, visionary team illustrating how critical thinking and pastoral care can 
empower and encourage children to see beyond the boundaries and limitations of their own community. We see how 

philosophy can encourage them to question the mythologies of war and of violence, and sometimes challenge the 
narratives their parents, peers, and socio-economic group would dictate.

Click to view 
trailer

Click to view 
resources

Kevin McArevey 
became a Trustee 

for The Philosophy 
Foundation in 2022.

https://www.philosophy-foundation.org/young-plato-resources
https://www.philosophy-foundation.org/young-plato-resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNkDirYo2ao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNkDirYo2ao
https://www.philosophy-foundation.org/young-plato-resources
https://www.philosophy-foundation.org/young-plato-resources
https://www.soilsiu.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNkDirYo2ao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNkDirYo2ao
https://www.soilsiu.com/


Patrons

A.C. Grayling 
Honorary Patron

Angie Hobbs 
Honorary Patron

Dr Stephen Law Dr Catherine McCall Nigel Warburton

Robin InceSir Anthony Seldon

info@philosophy-foundation.org

www.philosophy-foundation.org

/thephilosophyfoundation

@philosophyfound "The Philosophy Foundation is an exceptional organisation. Its staff 
are highly committed, professional, and also creative in the way they 
make philosophy available to everyone, including our newest citizens. 
The ability of a little philosophy to transform pupils - making them 
sharper thinkers, more rounded citizens, more morally aware - is 
increasingly well-established. The Philosophy Foundation are leaders 
in this field.”        Stephen Law

Amia Srinivasan

https://twitter.com/philosophyfound?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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