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"You don't have
to agree with them to be kind.
Kind is listening to other people's
ideas"
9 year-old philosopher

Welcome
Today more than ever we need the understanding, problem solving
skills and perspective that philosophy brings. Our young people are
increasingly under pressure to perform academically in rather narrow
ways, yet an ability to see beyond the messages that are presented to
them is vital.
Times have been particularly tough in the education sector, with
massive cuts, but The Philosophy Foundation has maintained an 80%
re-contract rate. We’re reaching new communities, both
geographically and socially, as well as looking at new ways of working
and people to work with to sustain our important work for a future
where it will most certainly be essential.
This report gives an insight into the wide range of work undertaken by
The Philosophy Foundation and the impact we are having across a
variety of sectors and a mix of beneficiaries.
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Introduction

events and deliver projects all aiming towards bringing philosophy to everyone.

The Philosophy Foundation is working to bring understanding, wisdom
and flourishing to the heart of education for children and adults. We do
this through philosophy, a fundamental life skill, whether you know you
are doing it or not. We believe everyone should have the opportunity to
engage with philosophy, especially those who would not otherwise get
the chance.
Employers and commentators note the lack of communication, analysis
and problem solving in children and adults, so while schools have been
providing some of the knowledge, skills and understanding there is still a
philosophy-shaped hole in adult and child education.
We have 20 partner organisations and 37 partner schools who value us
and contribute to our vision of bringing philosophy to the heart of
education and training. Schools bring us in to deliver weekly philosophy
sessions to children, from nursery to tertiary education. Partner
organisations work with us to provide training, conduct research, run

Steve Hoggins
Director of Operations
Head of early years

This year we have steadied and consolidated. With the educational cuts, we
have focussed on building our resilience, securing revenue from sources other
than schools. Despite the financial hit education in the UK took, our presence
and impact is still strong. We deliver philosophy to 37 classes regularly, just one
fewer than last year and have directly reached around 5,000 pupils this year.
Many of our partners have brought us back in for training days, often explicitly
stating that they valued our work highly and their budget cuts prevent them
from fully partnering with regular philosophy. Our university partners are
continuing to support us in reaching undergraduates in the UK and for the first
time this year: in Denmark.
Interest in bringing philosophy to others is growing. 91 people decided to take
the stage one course, 20 more than last year and 28 went on to become fully
accredited with The Philosophy Foundation.
If you are a specialist or one of our partners then thank you for all your support
this year. If you are not, this is an invitation to get in touch!

Peter Worley
Co-CEO
Co-Founder

Emma Worley
Co-CEO
Co-Founder

Joe Tyler
Operations and Knowledge
Manager

We achieve our mission
through training.

We achieve our mission
Our Mission
through running
philosophical
Our mission is to bring understanding, wisdom and flourishing
enquiries
to the heart of education through philosophy. Our overall aim is to

Trained 91 individuals
through our premier
course: Stage 1
28 philosophers
become accredited; a
further 20 hours of
practice and mentoring
44% philosophers
passed training at the
highest level

equip beneficiaries to participate fully in society.

We believe that people that would not otherwise have the chance, should be
given the opportunity to do philosophy. We believe that reasoning skills
developed through philosophical enquiry are an indispensable foundation of
all aspects of learning; and that philosophy, like maths, music or physical
education is intrinsically worth doing and intrinsically engaging. We believe
that philosophy promotes and cultivates ‘thinking for oneself’.

Ran training days at 8
schools and 3 universities

Facilitating philosophical
enquiries for 10 years
4,999 children received
regular philosophy
sessions this year
At least 56 hours of

We also think that the best way to help people to think well is to think
philosophical enquiry takes
together because it is more enjoyable and, more importantly, it
place every week, directly
stretches each thinker beyond what they could achieve on
delivered by TPF’s accredited
their own.
philosophers

41 University students attended
training
We provided ongoing weekly training for teachers
across 12 schools
“Expertly delivered, engaging and child oriented. This was a really good
use of pupil premium funding and something I will be looking to do again
and extend the run of sessions.”
South Rise Primary

Countless other hours through our
training and 175 free lesson plans
37 Schools had regular sessions
The majority of our work is directly with
beneficiaries, accounting for 80% of our financial
make up
“Fantastic, flexible, professional - just the best
support we could have had!”
Paxton Primary School

Impact of philosophical enquiries
Teachers in primary classes that receive
philosophy were asked to take a ‘snapshot’ of
ten children doing philosophy in their class;
once at the beginning of the course and once
at the end. We put together a set of seven
criteria for the teachers to look out for that
would indicate philosophical progress. The
teachers observed their pupils and noted what
they observed on a document we call the Pupil
Tracker. Some comments are included. There
were no negative comments.

Contributions rose by 19% overall

Explanations rose by 17%

During the weekly philosophy sessions
contributions rose by 19% overall. Every child
contributed at least once.

A teacher commented:
“Children are more confident answering questions, it
has impressed me that they are responding to
questions with more detail.”

Hypothetical thinking rose by 38%
Pupils become increasingly able to think
hypothetically, rather than just literally.

Improvement across selected areas
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Girls' improvement:
Boys' improvement:

Relevant responses up 68%
Pupils become increasingly focused on the relevant
details as they do more philosophy:
“Children are expressing themselves more clearly
and with more reasons.”

Challenges to ideas rose by 77%
Children are clearly breaking out:
“They now demonstrate a self-belief that allows them to
put forward their ideas and build upon others or challenge
ideas diﬀerent to their own.”

40%
30%
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0%

Girls are thriving
Girls’ progress overall is at 54%, which is above the group average of
44%. As the graph demonstrates they are showing greater progress in
challenging ideas and explaining their ideas to others, which indicates
the development of social confidence.

Impact of Training
Focus on: Open Question Mindset training
In April 2017 The Philosophy
Foundation reached the
front cover of the TES with
its new approach to
questioning.
We delivered OQM training
to 9 schools.

100% rated
training good or
outstanding

Around 50 Teachers and Teaching Assistants from at least 9 schools, including St
William of York Catholic Primary in Forest Hill, and several primary schools from
The Gipsy Hill Federation were asked to rate the quality of the training: 60% of
them gave it the top ranking - “outstanding” and 100% said it was either “good”
or “outstanding”. There were no negative comments.

How would you rate the training
overall?

outstanding

40%
60%

“It was very useful and
introduced me to strategies
I can embed across the
curriculum, not just
philosophy.”
Teacher, Gipsy Hill
Federation
The Philosophy Foundation oﬀers guidance and training on the art of questioning,
developed over 15 years of classroom practice in enquiry. Our training not only
unpacks the simple ‘open and closed’ questions, it gives teachers and anyone who
works with questioning, a deeper understanding of how to ask questions that will
enable learners to develop their understanding.
Co-CEO & founder Peter Worley is known worldwide for his development of
questioning strategies and theory. He has been published academically and in the
popular press this year on Open Question Mindset, and is currently writing a new
book for Bloomsbury on questioning: 100 Ideas on Questioning for Primary Schools.

good
satisfactory
inadequate

“…a reminder not to make
them guess what’s in my
head.”
- Teacher, St William of York
“Wish it could have been a bit longer.”
-Teaching Assistant, St William of York

“Question why children think
something, even if they’re wrong.”
- Teacher, Gipsy Hill Federation
“Presenters were both
engaging.”
-Teaching Assistant,
St William of York

"It was very useful and it introduced me to strategies I can embed
across the curriculum, not just philosophy sessions.”
- Teacher, Gipsy Hill Federation

Reaching target groups: Projects
Young Philosophers Project

Library and Literacy Project

The Young Philosophers Project has now completed its second year with a group
of 24 children from Years 6 and 7 across seven schools in Lewisham and
Southwark. These groups are made up of children:
1. Children who wouldn’t otherwise get to go on such trips
2. Children who are good at, or enjoy philosophy

Holy Trinity primary in Forest Hill and St. Bartholomew’s primary in
Sydenham were chosen for a term long project linking them with the local
library, Forest Hill Community Library.

Each trip combined philosophical enquiry with the relevant ideas that the trip
was based on.

Three unique philosophical trips took place in 2016-17 thanks
to funding from the Co-operative Bank & The Drapers Company
that engaged children with the wider world
1. At the Houses of
Parliament they spoke
to MP Vicky Foxcroft
about Corbyn and
policing in London.

3. Seeing Sadiq Khan
in Mayor’s Question
Time at City Hall before
a trip to the theatre

2. Curating their own front
pages at The Guardian on
the day of the 2017 general
election
Thanks to The Drapers’ Company and
Co-op Local Community fund for
supporting this project.

Each class received two library visits
and 12 hours of philosophy and
literacy sessions, listening to,
thinking through and
writing stories with a
philosophical theme.

Forest Hill
Community
Library

The project targeted
groups of children that are
more in need of the opportunities and skills the sessions provide.
Both schools have a high proportion of underprivileged pupils and above
average numbers of pupils with special educational needs. These
proportions made them excellent partners for the project which supported
the great work they are already doing for their pupils.

Funded by the Lewisham
Assembly Fund

"Philosophy is inspiring
and I want to tell it to future
generations.”

- Yr 5 Child

Reaching target groups: schools and unique settings
Unique settings
As well as an overarching desire to reach all children The Philosophy
Foundation strives to work in areas where philosophy will do the most
good. So we are very proud to be working in some unique settings where
education is not straight forward. The Children’s Hospital School at Great
Ormond Street and The Dominie have been with us for several years. This
year we have also run trial sessions with children in care for Brent council
and deaf children in Lewisham.

Great Ormond Street
Hospital
Weekly philosophising with
children who are unable to
attend regular school

The Dominie

A co-educational

school for the
dyslexic and
dyspraxia

Brent: Children in Care
We have been working with Brent council this year to target children in care or
those coming out of the care system. We ran a two hour session for children
coming out of the care who meet every other week to support each other. The
session had great feedback and as a result we will be working with Brent Council
to run sessions for primary children in care and a Pupil Referral Unit in 2018.

Disadvantaged Children
We work in nursery, primary and secondary schools.
The majority of schools we work with are in Lewisham, one of the
bottom 8 boroughs of London according to London Poverty profile with
poverty indicators arising from inequality, housing, benefits,
unemployment, low-paid work and education. The same report states
that the three worst performing boroughs within the Inner East & South
are Newham, Haringay and Lewisham. 43% of our classes are in these
three boroughs.

Fearsome Philosophy

Philosophy with deaf children

A free Halloween philosophy event we ran in Forest
Hill Library. Dialogue with local children on the
nature of ‘fear’. Alongside some fun games and
stories.

Deaf students in lewisham meet once a year for a talk
or event. This year The Philosophy Foundation
engaged them with sessions around the philosophy
of music.

Festivals and events
This year the philosophy
foundation ran workshops
on philosophy and
education at a number of
events:
The Cheltenham Festival

Giving back to
the community

Stratford Literary Festival

Our Wider
impact

Re-enfranchising
the disenfranchised

The Wilderness festival

“The Philosophy
Foundation is about
philosophy for
everyone, especially
those who wouldn’t
otherwise get the
opportunity”
Steve, director of
operations, TPF

The Art Car Boot Sale

Community philosophy

Lively minds - engaging an over 50s community group in
dialogue about ethics and epistemology at Forest Hill
Library.
World Philosophy Day - TPF ran an enquiry on community
with local residents again at the library.

Philosophy trail - World Philosophy Day

The Philosophy Foundation teamed up with local
business to run a philosophy trail for young people
around Forest Hill, engaging young people in with
philosophy and their local community.
Young Philosophers (in fake philosopher beards!)
visited 16 local business to hide philosophy
questions for the public to find on a philosophy
prize trail.

TPF Philosophers regularly volunteer to run Stuart Low trust’s Sunday
Philosophy Forum. The aim is to bring people together for better health
and well-being. Attended by a wide range of the public.

Philosophy in Prisons
Thanks to funding from the Evan Cornish Foundation, and in conjunction
with King’s College London, Michael Coxhead (KCL), Andrea Fassolas
(Guild of Psychotherapists), and Andy West (TPF) ran weekly philosophy
sessions at a high-security prison. This follows from the very successful
pilot that was run in May 2016. We also worked with the Royal Institute of
Philosophy & Kirstine Szifris at Manchester Metropolitan University to
run philosophy sessions at an open prison near Manchester. These
sessions were facilitated by our philosopher Bridget Taylor & Project
Managed by Andy West.

Philosophy in business
We run philosophy sessions in the workplace to
develop collaborative thinking,
communication and critical and creative
thinking skills. In the past we have worked with
the following businesses and enterprises.
• BP
• International Centre for Social Franchise
• Social Enterprise London
• The Young Foundation

Corporate Social Responsibility

The Philosophy Foundation also help companies
reach individuals and communities, to further the
aims of their corporate social responsibility agenda.
In 2016-17 The Royal Bank of Scotland enabled us to
meet with a number CSR bodies and human
resources managers to share our mission. As a result
of that meeting:
Relx provided funding for the 2017-18 Young
Philosophers Project, providing our group of young
people with further opportunities to experience the
work environment and develop their cultural
capital.
Working voices and The Philosophy Foundation will
be talking together in the next year to see how we can
work together to reach more beneficiaries.
“I really
enjoyed the event yesterday and can automatically
see the value that your work will have on young
people.
Nick Smallman, Working Voices

Other partners & funders

Awards and Recognition

Web Marketing Association
on-IDLE
Winner of Outstanding Achievement in Web
Development for The Philosophy Foundation’s
Website.

Journal of Philosophy in
Schools
Ariadne’s Clew Absence and presence in the
facilitation of philosophical conversations Article
published in March 2016 outlining the supporting theory for our Open
Question Mindset approach.

RBS Natwest
SE100 awards
The Philosophy
Foundation -Joint Winner
of the SE100 Storytelling award.
Co-CEO, Emma Worley
Highly commended Leadership award.
The Philosophy Foundation
Shortlisted for the SE100 Social Business
Resilience Award.
Co-CEO Emma Worley
Named as a WISE100 (Women In Social
Enterprise) - a Natwest SE100 index which
recognises female leaders in social
enterprise.
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