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Individuals from 
disadvantaged 
backgrounds and others 
that are not normally 
exposed to philosophy

Developing philosophical 
learning materials, including 
curriculums, resources and 
publications

Trained and accredited 
specialists delivering 
philosophical sessions in 
schools, workplaces and 
other learning spaces

Undertaking research, 
partnership building and 
influencing to show the value 
of philosophical enquiry

Individuals become philosophical thinkers, 
able to apply independent, critical and 
creative thought processes that will positively 
influence their approach to life

Individuals develop key life skills, including 
problem solving, decision making, 
communication, and teamwork skills

Individuals develop personal confidence, 
empathy and leadership qualities, to 
become leaders in society

Individuals achieve better educational and 
workplace results, have a greater appetite 
for learning, and higher aspirations for 
education and work

Classes, workplace teams and other groups 
are able to communicate and collaborate 
effectively, manage conflict, and come to 
better decisions to achieve better outcomes

Schools, organisations and other institutions 
see the value of philosophical thinking, and 
nurture their environments and culture to 
become high achieving, enjoyable and 
fulfilling places to study, work and be

An inclusive and thriving 
society built on a diversity 
of ideas and contributions

Individuals are able to 
succeed professionally and 
personally, and contribute 
positively to society

Our focus…

Our activities…

Our outputs…

The outcome…

The impact…

Theory of Change
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Welcome
The feedback we get from teachers and the participants on our 
programmes is clear: philosophy can make a huge difference in terms 
of listening skills, critical thinking, problem solving and the ability to 
articulate oneself. These are all skills which are vitally urgent in our 
times. 
  
The impact of education cuts continues to be felt, but most of our 
schools continue to see the value in working with us and we have 
reached more children this year than last. To ensure sustainability for 
the future, we have a plan to diversify our work, to bring the benefits 
which have been felt by pupils, teachers, looked-after children, 
students and prisoners to the workplace. 
  
I hope you’ll enjoy the insights this report gives into the work 
undertaken by The Philosophy Foundation and the impact we are 
having for a wide range of people across a variety of sectors. 

Truda Spruyt Chair of Trustees 

Trustee Board

Truda Spruyt - Chair 
Director, Four Culture

Jonathan Douglas 
Director, National Literacy Trust

Andrew Russell 
Head of Partnership at EasyPeasy & 
Philosophy Postgraduate

Shalini Sequeira 
Lawyer and Coach

John Skelton 
Engineering & Material 
Architect, Exterion Media

Cathy Tupman 
Global Manager, Imperial 
College London



Introduction

Steve Hoggins 
Director of Operations Head 

of early years

Emma Worley 
Co-CEO 

Co-Founder

Peter Worley  
Co-CEO 

Co-Founder

Joe Tyler 
Operations and Knowledge 

Manager

The Philosophy Foundation works to bring understanding, wisdom and 
flourishing to the heart of education for children and adults. We do this 
through philosophy, developing fundamental thinking skills for life. We 
believe everyone should have the opportunity to engage with philosophy, 
especially those who would not otherwise get the chance. 

Philosophy also responds to a social need: educators, employers and 
commentators note the lack of communication, analysis and problem 
solving in children and adults, so while schools have been providing some 
of the knowledge, skills and understanding there is still a philosophy-
shaped hole in adult and child education. 

This year we have sustained our presence in education. We have 37 
partner schools and have worked with 23 other organisations who value 
us and contribute to our vision of bringing philosophy to the heart of 
education and training. Schools bring us in to deliver weekly philosophy 
sessions to children, from nursery to tertiary education. Multiple 

organisations work with us to provide training, conduct research, run events 
and deliver projects all aiming towards bringing philosophy to everyone.  

This year we are continuing to feel the impact of ongoing education cuts. 
Despite this we have worked with 3,456 children for six weeks or more and we 
have reached a total of 7,686 children in some way. It’s gratifying to know that 
in austere times we are reaching more children this year than last.  

Interest in bringing philosophy to others is growing. 108 people decided to take 
the stage one course, the highest number we have trained in one year; 25 went 
on to become accredited specialists with us. 

This year we have decided to shift our sight more to the world beyond 
education. Working with The Social Investment company we have reviewed our 
theory of change to diversify our activities and thus reduce our reliance on 
education budgets. This year is set to be an interesting one. 

If you are a specialist or one of our partners then thank you for all your support 
this year. If you are not, this is an invitation to get in touch! 



We achieve our mission through 
training 

Trained 108 individuals through 
our premier course: Stage 1 

25 philosophers became 
accredited; a further 20 
hours of practice and 
mentoring 

40% philosophers passed 
training at the highest 
level 

Ran training days at 9 schools 
and 3 universities 

21 University students attended 
training 

We provided ongoing weekly training for 
14 teachers across 10 school

We achieve our mission through 
running philosophical 

enquiries 

16 Philosophers working 
weekly in schools 

3,456 children received 
regular philosophy 
sessions this year  

64 hours of philosophical 
enquiry every week 

185 free lesson plans & 54 
lectures and articles 

37 Schools receive regular 
philosophy sessions 

A 91% re-contract rate over the last 8 
years 

Facilitating philosophical enquiries for 11 years 

Our Mission 
Our mission is to bring understanding, wisdom and flourishing 

to the heart of education through philosophy. Our overall aim is to 
equip beneficiaries to participate fully in society. 

We believe that people that would not otherwise have the chance, should be 
given the opportunity to do philosophy. We believe that reasoning skills 

developed through philosophical enquiry are an indispensable foundation of 
all aspects of learning; and that philosophy, like maths, music or physical 

education is intrinsically worth doing and intrinsically engaging.  We believe 
that philosophy promotes and cultivates ‘thinking for oneself’. 

We also think that the best way to help people to think well is to think 
together because it is more enjoyable and, more importantly, it 

stretches each thinker beyond what they could achieve on 
their own. 

“Thanks for the inspiring philosophy sessions you run for Dalmain’s pupils.  I’ve always thought that philosophy is the only subject that is fully 
inclusive.  It shouldn’t be a surprise but the children who achieve so well with you are often the children we miss understanding through other 

subjects.” 
Elizabeth Booth, Headteacher, Dalmain Primary School



Measuring Impact 
We are changing the way we measure impact. In previous years we have used the Pupil Tracker to take a snapshot of 
the philosophy the children do at the beginning and at the end of the term or year. We now have a triangulated 
approach, collecting feedback from the specialist philosophy teacher and the class room teacher. We also conducted 
some research in partnership with Kings college London. 

Teachers feedback 
There were 40 replies to the survey we sent out to all teachers whose classes received philosophy lessons. The most 
often mentioned aspect of the philosophy was listening such as this comment:“…really improved their listening 
skills” This was followed by comments on the children’s engagement and then their reasoning skills. They have 
not identified the whole of what we are trying to achieve with philosophy but those are fundamental to our practice, 
engaged children that are listening and giving reasons is fertile ground for philosophy. 

Specialists feedback  
We had 93 respondents from the specialists who taught the 
sessions. 99% thought that pupils both increased their number of 
contributions and improved on their ability to listen to each other. 
100% thought the children express their ideas better. This shows 
that we are improving pupil inclusion, by getting more children 
speaking, and idea inclusion by getting children’s ideas both 
spoken and heard.

92% of teachers would be interested in 
receiving more philosophy

Impact of philosophical enquiries

98% of teachers would recommend The 
Philosophy Foundation to other 

teachers
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Key words in  37 teachers' feedback

“He doesn't say anything in class but after 6 
sessions of philosophy he has really started 

to contribute.” 
Specialist on a Yr5 child 

“This group has become very advanced at 
philosophical discussion” 



Stage 1 

After completing the Stage 1 course, those who have a philosophy 
qualification can apply to go on and do 5 weeks of practice to become an 
accredited specialist philosophy teacher with The Philosophy Foundation.   

•   25 individuals took the accreditation path in 2017-18.  
•   40% pass at level 2, consistent with last year. 
•   64% of trainees make progress of a whole level, either from fail to 

Accreditation

We ask attendees on the course to complete an online feedback form after 
they have attended Stage 1. This year there were 45 respondents in total. 
The feedback suggests our strength is in providing an experience and 
introduction into TPF’s method of Philosophical enquiry between 
80-100% of participants gave these areas the highest mark. The areas 
that received the highest mark from fewer participants, 50-60%, were 
relating to practice and classroom preparation. This is expected as we do 
not expect people to go straight into class with our Stage 1 training, we 
put them on the accreditation pathway which has observation and 
practice opportunities. 

The evaluation form asked 
What people particularly 
enjoyed about the course, 
whether it was what they 
expected and what they 
thought could improve it. 
Despite being asked to 
suggest improvements only 
11%  of the comments did 
so. Most people continued 
with praise. The neutral comments were mostly reflections or descriptive 
statements, not expressing a view on the course. 

“The trainers were well prepared and I appreciated the precision of the 
feedback.” 
Stage 1 attendee 

“[My mentor’s} feedback was amazing, very thorough, insightful and honest 
with [their] remarks. Thanks to [their] initial and continuous feedback, I 
managed to improve my facilitation in several ways.  
Mateuz, Trainee

There are 71 fully-accredited specialists on The Philosophy 
Foundation’s books

Trainees make good progress over 
the 5 weeks, over 30%, on average.  
The most progress is made in the 
area of Facilitation (the others are self 
evaluation, delivery and engagement 
and class management). This is 
consistent with our strong focus on 
the philosophy in class. No trainees 
got fewer points in their final 
assessment than their initial. 

We conducted a short survey with 8 
trainees to get an indication of how 
they valued the training . The results 
were very positive: 

• 100% Enjoyed the process 
• 100% felt they had appropriate 

support from their mentor 
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The Research 
The Philosophy Foundation are focussed on high 
quality facilitation that improves children’s thinking. 
For this reason we approach our pedagogy with rigour, 
constantly re-evaluating our practice. This year,  in 
collaboration with Kings College London we 
conducted research into critical thinking tools to see if 
it would improve outcomes. 

Over the course of 1 term (approximately 13 weeks) we ran philosophy 
sessions with the Gipsy Hill Federation of schools. There were 12 classes 
in total taking part in this case study to see the impact of teaching 
children critical thinking skills on top of their normal philosophy sessions. 
There were approximately 324 children involved in this programme. 
Half of the classes were taught three critical thinking tools: 

1. Distinction Drawing 
2. Inference making 
3. Counter-examples 

The Results 
On average the intervention groups 
raised their use and successful use 
of critical thinking skills above the 
control groups. The intervention 
groups showed an 83% increase in 
their use of critical thinking skills, 
compared to 50% in the control 
groups. While the increase in the use of thinking tools is something we 
seek, we also want to know if pupils are doing them successfully. Coming 
up with a counter example is a critical thinking move but it’s important to 
evaluate whether it is a successful counter example. 

There was also a 67% increase in 
the successful use of critical 
thinking tools compared to a 50% 
increase in the control group. 

Qualitative comments 
Specialists noticed an improvement 
over the 13 weeks: “Over the course 
of the programme they did appear 
to use the tools often, particularly counterexamples” but raised concerns 
about the effectiveness of this in philosophical enquiries, “The children 
were able to use the tools but this was divorced from the broader purpose 
of the enquiry.” This feedback an more will help shape our teaching 
pedagogy the 2018-17 year. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 
We can see from this study that teaching critical thinking skills within a 
philosophical enquiry helps children to be able to use them more 
successfully. 

We were pleased to see that even if we didn’t teach children critical 
thinking skills they were still using them, and in half the classes improved 
the frequency and successful use of them within an enquiry. It was also 
good to see the improvement in philosophical thinking in all classes 
over a term of doing philosophy. 

In the Autumn Term of 2018 we are running a further study looking at the 
outcomes with a control and intervention group of 8 classes. This 
programme will focus on teaching the skills descriptively rather than 
prescriptively, i.e. teaching the terms when the children use them, and 
coaching them to use them appropriately once they have been explained.

Improving outcomes: Critical Thinking Research
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Disadvantaged Children 
The majority of schools we work with are in Lewisham, according to 
London Poverty Profile, Lewisham is among the worst four boroughs 
for educational outcomes: 42% of 19 year olds do not have level 3 
qualifications. The report also shows that 53% of our classes are in the 
boroughs that sit in the bottom 25% in terms of inequality, housing, 
benefits, unemployment, low-paid work and education. This means 
more than half our work in schools is in the 8 worst-performing 
boroughs in London

Great Ormond Street 
Hospital  
Weekly philosophising with 
children who are unable to 
attend regular school

The Dominie 
A co-educational school for 
dyslexic and dyspraxic children 

Special groups 
The Philosophy Foundation strives to work in areas where philosophy will 
do the most good. So we are very proud to be working in some unique 
settings where education is not straight forward.

Brent: Children in Care  
Ran regular philosophy sessions with children in, or coming out of, 
the care system. Brent Council said  
“Your work at the Philosophy Foundation, through the contribution 
to the enrichment work for children in care, directly contributed to 
the inspection judgment that outcomes significantly improve when 
children come in to care. Please accept on behalf of Brent Council my 
thanks for the help you have provided in improving outcomes for 
Brent children.” 

Reaching target groups
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CLASSES BY BOROUGH

Belmarsh prison 
Inmates at a high-security prison attend weekly philosophy 
sessions This is in its second year since the very successful 
pilot that was run in May 2016.



Conflict matters 
CEO Peter Worley spoke about dialogic teaching 
at a European conference exploring ideas of 
conflict in the process of individual and social 
transformation. 

Festivals and events 
Free public workshops on philosophy and 
education at: 
The Cheltenham Festival  
Philosophy Now festival 

Forest Hill Library 
Lively minds - engaging an over 50s community 
group in dialogue about ethics and epistemology 
at Forest Hill Library. 

Public Philosophy 
Ran a course in philosophy open to the public 
at Beckenham palace mansion.

Conferences 
Gave Keynote presentations and workshops at 
conferences for philosophy for the European Federation 
for The Advancement of Doing Philosophy With 
Children and the Federation Of Australasian 
Philosophy In Schools Association. 

Philosophy talks: World Philosophy Day 

The Philosophy Foundation teamed up with the 
House Of St. Barnabas for World Philosophy Day 
2017. Each room at HOSB’s venue had thematic 
philosophy questions and a resident philosopher for 
the public to engage with. The evening saw two 
well-attended philosophical discussions run by The 
Philosophy Foundation.

Young Philosophers Project 

The Young Philosophers Project has now completed 
its third year with a mixed group of primary and 
secondary pupils in Lewisham and Southwark.  

30 disadvantaged young people  
The Young Philosophers are a carefully selected group of children ranging from 
Year 6 to Year 8. They are selected with the following criteria in mind: 

1. Children who wouldn’t otherwise get to go on such trips 
2. Children whose schools identify them as in need of the project 
3. Children who are good at, or enjoy, 

philosophy 

2 unique visits 
Each trip combined philosophical enquiry 
with the relevant ideas that the trip was 

based on. Two 
u n i q u e 
philosophical trips took 
place in 2017-18 thanks to funding from the RELX. 
One trip took pupils to leading international law 
firm, Simmons & Simmons where they had an art 
tour followed by a workshop with two magistrates 
where the young philosophers took on the role of 
jury in a example case. 

The Instituto Marangoni hosted the Young Philosophers for the second trip, where 



  Funders Partners  

Project Why  
In 2018 we partnered with James Sikkema, at McMaster 
University in Canada. James has set up Project WHY?  in 
Hamilton We are delighted to be working with James to build a 
branch of The Philosophy Foundation in Canada.

Filosofi i Skolen 
Caroline Schaffalitzky de Muckadell and Esben Peterson from the 
University of Southern Denmark set up the Filosofi i Skolen 
[Philosophy in the School] project  to bring TPF’s training and 
accreditation programme to Denmark.

Thinking Space 
Founded by Grace Lockrobin, thinking Space is a community of 
philosophers doing philosophical enquiry in many different 
spaces. Between us we share knowledge, ideas, philosophers 
and directors!

Enable Education 
Enable Education are the parent company of the wonderful Red T 
Media folk whose resources for doing philosophy with children 
range from books to computer games. We are happy to 
support their work and also to work with them to bring some of 
our resources into life on other platforms. Special thanks to…



In 2017 we turned 10 
and celebrated at Crazy Coqs with a comedy, music and 

philosophy evening, whilst also raising money for our work with 
children in care. We’d like to thank everyone who came and 

helped us raise £5,000 to bring philosophy to looked after 
children in Brent. And a big thank you to our performers for the 

evening: MC Robin Ince, Lucy Porter, Andy White, Stephen Law on 
drums and Peter Worley singing and guitar.

Celebrating 10 Years



www.philosophy-foundation.org "The Philosophy Foundation is an exceptional organisation. Its staff 
are highly committed, professional, and also creative in the way they 

make philosophy available to everyone, including our newest citizens. The 
ability of a little philosophy to transform pupils - making them sharper 

thinkers, more rounded citizens, more morally aware - is increasingly well-
established. The Philosophy Foundation are leaders in this field.”  

Dr Stephen Law
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